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THE PHYSICAL MEDIUMSHIP OF JEAN GUZIK 


BY THE EDITOR 


During the past year almost every number of the Journal has con- 
tained some account of the investigations into the physical phenomena 
of mediumship now being made in Europe. This has largely been made 
possible through the courtesy of Dr. Geley and his collaborators who 
have permitted us to make translations of the reports in the Revue 
Métapsychique, and we desire here to make our grateful acknowledg- 
ments to them for their cordial willingness to have this valuable work 
made accessible to our readers and, through them, to the American 
public. 

In this way our members have been put in prompt and full posses- 
sion of all that has been published in the Revue on the remarkable 
mediumship of Franek Kluski, the Pole, and we are now able to present 
to them the studies that have been made of another Polish physical 
medium, Jean Guzik. A preliminary account of this appeared in the 
Revue for May-June, 1923, signed by thirty-five men, prominent in 
science and letters. This was followed by a fuller report in July- 
August. Both of these are translated in this issue. 

During the early autumn we received from Mr. Harry Price, of 
England, an account of two sittings that he had with Guzik at War- 
saw during the sessions of the International Congress. These do not 
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present Guzik in a favorable light. Mr. Price sent his report to the 
English periodical Light at the same time that he sent it to us. Light 
printed it at once and it has led to rather warm correspondence. We 
print the whole of it, as far as we have been able to find it, because 
we think it makes an interesting contribution to the current discussion 
of physical mediumship. 

To some it will seem unfortunate that, after eighty séances care 
fully held under the auspices of the Institut Métapsychique, Mr. Price 
should come along and jauntily upset them by telling what he thought 
went on at two sittings in Warsaw. In a sense it is unfortunate; in 
another sense it isn’t. For this is what is continually happening in 
the study of mediumship. One of my friends went to a clairvoyant in 
London last summer and got wonderful results. Then a gentleman 
went five times and says he got nothing. It is about as rash to recom- 
mend a friend to a medium as it is to send him to fish in a pond. It 
all depends on what kind of a fisherman he is and whether the fish 
are biting. 

This is especially true of physical mediumship, where fraud abounds 
and the results are at best uncertain. One man goes to a materializa- 
tion séance and is sure he has talked with his grandmother. He sends 
his friend, who takes a bite at the medium, and finds his mouth full of 
silk gauze. Is the medium a fraud? Undoubtedly this time, and per- 
haps all the time. But there have been other physical mediums who 
could produce genuine phenomena on occasion, and simulate them when 
they were allowed loose and the genuine were slow in coming. Eusapia 
used to warn her sitters to hold her tight or she might cheat. This 
looks as though she were a cheat—all the time. Not at all. It means 
that in abnormal states she would do things she was not normally ac- 
countable for. It might also mean that she knew she was prone to 
yield to temptation. There are men who cannot pass a saloon, and 
boys who cannot resist the chance to play practical jokes. Perhaps 
Eusapia had a sense of humor and liked to fool grave professors, 
especially if they assumed to be wise beyond endurance. Perhaps also 
she liked the éclat and the fees. At any rate the study of mediumship 
is rough sailing and one must be a hardy mariner to navigate its 
stormy seas. Mr. Price should not alarm us. 

The question he raises is this. Is he correct in what he saw, or 
thought he saw, and the conclusions he draws, or permits to be in- 
ferred? If so, were Dr. Geley and all his learned sitters deceived, in 
spite of their precautions? Did Guzik put something over on them, 
after all? 


There will be some who will think that he did. ‘ Mr. Price,” they 
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will say, “is a clever wideawake man and an expert in legerdemain, 
who went to the Warsaw séances and was not humbugged. Guzik is 
a plain, common fraud, of the type so numerous in the United States.” 
What, then, about the scientists? ‘“ Well they were deceived. It is 
not so difficult to fool professors, and Guzik did the trick. A man 
who would cheat in Warsaw would cheat in Paris, even in the Institut 
Métapsychique.” ‘This is the argument of common sense and it is not 
to be glossed over. 

There is another common sense argument; not so common, but it 
has sense in it, born of experience in this kind of business. There are 
two Guziks ; one who is capable of producing genuine physical phenom- 
ena under rigid control ; another who is capable of doing what he did in 
Warsaw, when not under control, with a miscellaneous lot of people 
in a parlor, who have paid a good fat sum to see something, and Guzik 
lets them see it without straining himself to produce ectoplasm, which 
is hard work. There is common sense in this too, because it is to be 
found in every walk of life. There are preachers who can preach a 
good sermon if they give a week to it; but they can also not give the 
week and arise and talk pleasantly “in the name of the Lord.” It is 
not ectoplasm but it is even more agreeable to many who do not want 
to think. In literature and art there are such things as “ pot boilers.” 
Perhaps Price saw a pot boiler. At least, when we consider the possi- 
bility of a double Guzik we must remember that it is a type prevalent 
everywhere. The real is possible; the imitation still more possible. 
It is as hard to produce ectoplasm as it is to think, and many find it 
easier to provide a substitute. 

On the other hand, there are those who think that Mr. Price saw 
genuine phenomena and didn’t know them when he saw them. There 
are others who think that he fibs, because he wants to give all medium- 
ship a black eye, and wouldn’t acknowledge anything genuine, even if 
he saw it. We have heard such things said many times, not only about 
Mr. Price but others who study mediumship. We do not think this 
will worry Mr. Price very much. 

But this much seems clear from the evidence. Where the control 
was rigid, the phenomena are attested as genuine by many responsible 
men. Where there was no control Mr. Price says they were humbug; 
at least, while he doesn’t explicitly say so, that’s the inference. 

Moral. Don’t go to parlor entertainments if you wish to study 
physical mediumship. Demand rigid scientific control; unless you 
simply want to be amused, or to see what mediums do to the public 
when they are working only for money and under no restraint. 





THE REALITY OF TELEKINESIS AND 
ECTOPLASM 


BY GUSTAVE GELEY, M.D. 


TRANSLATED FROM THE Revue MerapsycuHiavE ror May-June, 1923 
BY Herten C, LAMBERT 


Beginning with the next number we shall publish the reports of the 
séances, since November, 1922, with the mediwm, Jean Guzik, at the 
Institut Métapsychique International. 

More than eighty of the most select Parisians assisted at these 
séances and, with the exception of three or four who were unfortunate 
in attending only the few unproductive séances, all have declared them- 
selves convinced. 

The synthetic report which follows is cautious and restrained, but 
it is, at the same time, quite positive.. It is signed by our principal 
collaborators. This report mentions only the notes certified to by 
ALL THE EXPERIMENTERS. Other and much more complex 
phenomena were often observed and will be dealt with in later publi- 
cations. 

Our warmest gratitude is due M. Guzik for his devotion and for 
the gracious manner in which he submitted to all of our requirements 
as to control. 

After having witnessed a series of metapsychical experiments with 
the medium, Jean Guzik, both at the Institut Métapsychique Inter- 
national and at the home of one of our collaborators, we feel that a 
summary of our impressions should be given: 


1. ContTrowt or THE Mepium 


Before entering the séance room the medium was stripped, in the 
presence of at least two of us, and dressed in pyjamas without pockets. 
During the séance both of his hands were held, the fifth finger of each 
hand crooked with the fifth finger of the controller on each side. 

In addition to this, each of his wrists was fastened to the corre- 
sponding wrist of each controller by a ribbon which was as short as 
possible and which was sealed in two places with a ball of lead flattened 
by means of pincers bearing the initials of the I. M. I. It was 

84 
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necessary to cut the ribbon in order to release the medium’s hands and, 
even had his hands not been held, the ribbon made his use of them 
impossible. The controllers assured us of their close and constant 
contact with the medium’s body, especially the contact of their feet 
and legs with those of the medium. We all agreed that the medium 
remained absolutely passive during the entire séance. When an impor- 
tant manifestation was taking place he shivered; but he made no move- 
ment except that on rare occasions he drew the hand of one of the 
controllers as far back of him as it would reach in order to allow him 
to examine certain phenomena which will be described later. 


2. ConrTrRoL oF THE EXPERIMENTERS 


The experimenters all held each others hands, which were joined, 
wrist to wrist, by very short, padlocked chains. 


3. Controu or SEANCE-Room 


The doors were locked from within and sealed by pasting strips on 
which one of us wrote his name. 

The screen which closed the fire-place was also sealed to the floor. 
Sometimes the experimenters even sealed the windows. 

There were no panels or pieces of furniture in the room which could 
have concealed a confederate. The hypothesis of trap-doors, hidden 


doors, or secret turning panels, could not be advanced, for the fol- 
lowing reasons :— 

A.—A very complete report was made by the architect, M. Legros, 
26 bis, avenue Daumesnil, who made a thorough examination of the 
I. M. I. building and who formally stated that the walls, ceilings and 
floors were normally constructed. 

8.—Several times, before a séance, the floor of the room was en- 
tirely covered with sawdust so that the lifting of a trap-door would 
have been detected. When this was done we did not even observe any 
traces of foot-prints. 

C.—Successful séances were held in the private apartments of four 
of our number, Professor Richet, Professor Cunéo, Dr. Bord, and 
Dr. Bour. 

Under these conditions the control of Guzik was absolute though 
very simple, as was the control of the room, in spite of the fact that 
the séances were held in the dark. 


4. PHENOMENA 


We have observed a number of phenomena which cannot be ex- 
plained by any means known at present to science. 





86 REALITY OF TELEKINESIS AND ECTOPLASM 


Some of these phenomena were not produced at every successful 
séance; such are the impressions in putty and luminous phenomena. 
These last were accompanied by contacts and simultaneous articulate 
sounds. 

As these phenomena were not witnessed by all of the experimenters 
we shall withold them for the present in spite of their importance, and 
shall confine ourselves to two classes of phenomena: 

1.—Displacements, sometimes to quite a distance, of various ob- 
jects, without contact by the medium and out of his reach; sometimes 
at a distance of a meter and a half. 

To avoid all possibility of illusion or of faulty memory and in- 
accurate observation, the position of these objects had been carefully 
noted and they were also frequently fastened to the floor or to the 
table on which they were placed, by gummed paper. 

2.—Contacts and touches, giving various sensations perceived by 
the controllers on their arms, backs and heads. 

Sometimes toward the end of the séance, while the medium was still 
entranced, he drew the hand of a controller behind or above him as far 
as he could reach. At these times the controller perceived the contact 
of something material against the back of his hand or his arm. 

For the moment we shall refrain from further details. We simply 
affirm our conviction that the phenomena obtained with Jean Guzik 
cannot be explained by illusion or by either individual or collective 
hallucination, or by any sort of trickery. 

MM.—Joseph Ageorges, Man of letters. 

Bayle, Master of Science, Chief of the Judiciary Service of 
Identity at the Prefecture of Police. 

Dr. Benjamin Bord, Former Interne of Paris Hospitals. 

Dr. Bour, Director of the sanatorium at Malmaison. 

Dr. Bourbon. 

Dr. Stephen Chauvet, Former Interne, laureate, (Gold medal) 
of Paris Hospitals. 

Dr. Cunéo, Professor at the Faculty of Medicine, Hospital 
surgeon. 

Captain Després, Graduate of the Polytechnic School. 

Camille Flammarion, Founder and first president of the Astro- 


nomical Society of France, Director of the Juvisy Observa- 
tory. 


Dr. Fontoynont, Former Interne of Paris Hospitals, Director 
of the Medical School of Madagascar. 
Pascal Forthuny, Man of letters. 











































REALITY OF TELEKINESIS AND ECTOPLASM 87 


| Dr. Gustave Geley, Former Interne of Hospitals at Lyons, 
laureate (1st thesis prize) of the Faculty of Medicine. 


A. de Grammont, Doctor of Science, Member of Institute of 
France. 

Paul Ginisty, Man of letters, Editor of Petit Parisien. 

Georges, Master of Science, Engineer (E.S.E.) 


Jacques Haverna, Chief of Service of Photography and of 
Accounts to the Ministry of Interior. 
; Dr. Hericourt. 
Huc, Director of Telegraph, Toulouse. 
Dr. Humbert, Chief of Section of Hygiene of the Society of 
7 the Red Cross. 
, Commandant Keller, of the Staff of Marshal Fayolle. 


Dr. Laemmer. 
' Dr. Lassabliére, Chief of Laboratory to the Faculty of Medi- 
| cine. 
1 Professor Leclainche, Member of the Institute of France, In- 
. spector general, Chief of Sanitary Service of the Ministry 
t of Agriculture. 


Sir Oliver Lodge, Member of the Royal Society of England. 

Mestre, Professor at Law School. 

— Michaux, Inspector general of Streets and Bridges, former 

Councilor of State and Director of Railways. 

Dr. Moutier, Former Interne of Paris Hospitals. 

Dr. Osty. 

F Marcel Prévost, Member of the French Academy. 

Professor Charles Richet, Member of the Academy of Medicine, 
and of the Institute of France. 

Dr. Rehm, Man of letters. 

Dr. Jean-Charles Roux, Former Interne of Paris Hospitals. 

René Sudre, Man of letters. 

Professor Santoliquido, Representative of the Red Cross at 
the League of Nations. 

Professor Vallée, Director of the National Research Labora- 

tory of Sanitation. 





SEANCES OF THE MEDIUM JEAN GUZIK 


AT THE INSTITUT METAPSYCHIQUE INTERNATIONAL 


BY GUSTAVE GELEY, M.D. 


TRANSLATED FROM THE REvvuE METAPsSYCHIQUE FoR JuLY-AvcwsT, 
1923, sy Heten C. LAMBERT 


In our last number we explained why the séances held at the Insti- 
tut Métapsychique International with the medium, Jean Guzik, were 
simply for the purpose of demonstration. 

These séances, thirty in number during 1922 and fifty in 1923, 
were the means of convincing many Parisians of a superior class and 
thirty distinguished scholars and authors, most of them profound 
sceptics. The weight of a joint report, such as we have published, is 
determined less by the number of witnesses than by their individual 
quality and by the positiveness of their affirmation. 

This testimony on their part can only have been the result of their 
certainty gained in the course of the séances. The experimenters were 
all keen and critical observers though their methods of criticism varied 
according to their specialties and professional training. There were, 
among them, professors of law and medicine; members of the Academy 
of Sciences and of the Académie Francaise; physicians, writers, engi- 
neers, experts from the police force. All were desirous only of seeking 
the truth. No personal motives existed; nor were they influenced by 
beliefs or philosophical opinions. The group comprised catholics, 
materialists, spiritualists, idealists and others who were indifferent as 
to their views. 

Is it possible that they were all deceived? One has but to read the 
report, the account of precautions taken against fraud on the part of 
either the medium or the collaborators, to be assured that this was 
impossible. 

The report is a marked event in the history of metapsychics, Not- 
withstanding, two criticisms have been made which should be discussed 
at once. The first is the question of darkness. The medium, Guzik, 
generally requires a dark room. It would have been possible to per- 
suade him to experiment with a red light, but we should have been 
obliged to give several weeks to accustoming him to this, which would 
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have consumed almost all of the time at our disposal. Let us consider 
exactly how important is this matter of darkness. 

The majority of well known mediums work in the light: In the 
stances with Eva C. a red or white light was always used. A red light 
was employed in the séances of Eusapia Palladino and of Willy S. 
(Demonstrations of Dr. von Schrenck-Notzing.) Our adversaries who 
reproach us for our dark séances with Guzik forget that habitually 
our séances are held in the light. As a matter of fact, light does not 
justify us in dispensing with the most trivia] detail of contro] since 
prestidigitators operate in full light. To a certain extent light facili- 
tates control ; it never takes its place. Light is not indispensable when 
the control is perfect as it has been during our last series of experi- 
ments. Our collaborators all state that they are satisfied. They are 
all entirely convinced, although I repeat that the majority had been 
entirely sceptical and others were frankly doubtful. 

The question of darkness brings us to another objection; that of 
the supposedly unlimited scope of the power of the prestidigitator. 
The general public, and even cultured persons, have strange illusions 
on this subject. Doubtless the prestidigitator seems to work wonders ; 
yet his powers are within quite strict limitations. For a good per- 
formance three things are requisite: (1) Liberty of movement of the 

| prestidigitator; (2) The use of prepared apparatus and materials; 
(3) Confederates. 

Now what occurs at our séances? ‘The medium is completely 

stripped and clothed in a costume of our own which is first examined. 
_ During the séance a controller holds each of his hands, and his wrists 
are fastened, one to each of the controllers, by a ribbon which is 
| attached with a leaden seal. His legs and feet are held motionless. 
He has not at his disposal a single instrument or any means of trick- 
ery. He has been unable to prepare the room, which he never enters 
until the séance. Besides which we have systematically changed our 
meeting-place and have had equally fine phenomena produced in one or 
another of the private apartments of four of our collaborators. 

A confederate has been out of the question as doors and windows 
were sealed.* Should the question be raised as to confederates among 
the experimenters I will say that aside from their integrity this was 
physically impossible, since the assistants controlled each other by 
holding hands. Moreover, their wrists were linked each to the other 
| by short chains with padlocks. Then, you may say, why not invite 


* Revue Métapsychique, No. 3, May-June, 1923. Several times the floor was 


covered with sawdust to show that a trap-door could not have been used without 
leaving traces. 
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prestidigitators to be present. As a matter of fact we have done so 
several times. Robert Houdin, king of prestidigitators, assisted at 
several séances. They left him astonished and he testified to the 
genuineness of the phenomena. “ My art of prestidigitation,” he 
wrote, “is incapable of reproducing them.” 

Two noted English prestidigitators, Mr. Dingwall and Mr. Price, 
assisted at the séances of von Schrenck-Notzing and affirmed that fraud 
was out of the question. At the Institut Métapsychique we lacked the 
time to secure conscientious and competent prestidigitators. We shall 
do so later, not that we consider it needful, with our methods of con- 
trol, but merely that it may not be said that we have left anything 
undone. 

A final word in closing this preliminary: The best proof of th: 
perfection of our control is the embarrassment of our adversaries. 
These grant that according to the reports of the séances of the Insti- 
tute of General Psychology, those of Dr. von Schrenck-Notzing and of 
the I. M. I., neither Eusapia, Willy S., Franek Kluski nor Guzik could 
have cheated. So well do they realize this that they have ceased to 
accuse the mediums. But instead of honestly acknowledging their mis- 
take or at least admitting a doubt, they have fallen back upon a con- 
temptible resort; they now accuse the experimenters themselves of 
fraud. We shall not take up their challenge which only demonstrates 
the stupidity of the sort of criticism made of our experiments. 

I spoke of the eighty séances given by Guzik at the Institut Méta- 
psychique. Before this series I had had the opportunity of studying 
this medium during fifty séances in Warsaw. These séances were held 
either at the homes of friends or at the rooms of the Polish Society 
for Psychical Research. My collaborators were various: members of 
the Society, officers of the French Mission, and several persons of note. 
The control consisted chiefly in holding the medium’s hands and cor- 
fining his legs. Without being as perfect in detail as at the Institut 
Métapsychique, it gave a very real security. The assistants all held 
hands. The phenomena at Warsaw were specifically the same as those 
obtained in Paris. They varied in degree, intensity, but not in char- 
acter. To show this I shall give in full an account of a good séance 
in Warsaw followed by another of a séance at the I. M. I. 


SEANCE OF Sept. 14, 1921, 9 Pp. m., Warsaw. At THE Home 
oF Prince LusomirskI. 


(Account taken from my personal notes made immediately after f 
the séance, and from the notes of M. Gravier, President of the Polish 


S. P. R.) 
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The room placed at our disposal by Prince Stephan Lubomirski is 
on the ground floor and is six by four meters in size [19'6" x 13']. At 
one end is a double window which was hermetically sealed. On each side 
were double doors, which were locked and bolted. There is no closet in 
the room. At the opposite end from the window was a cage of wire 
netting in which could be enclosed either the medium or objects to be 
moved telekinetically. This cage had a door on one side. Inside was 
placed a heavy cushioned chair upholstered in leather. 

The table for experiments was placed a meter-and-a-half from the 
cage. The experimenters sat in the following positions :—The medium, 
J. Guzik, with his back to the cage, controlled on the left by Dr. 
Geley; on the right by M. de Jelski. From Geley to de Jelski were 
seated M. Ossowiecki, M. Lebiedzinski, Prince Lubomirski, Gravier. 
The assistants all held hands. The two controllers each held one of 
the medium’s hands and pressed against his legs. 

Guzik was motionless. His physical and nervous condition was 
excellent and he became entranced quickly, (five minutes). The experi- 
menters soon had an impression of a presence behind the medium and 
heard footsteps outside of the circle. Suddenly lights appeared. They 
were numerous and scattered; I saw four at one time quite far apart. 
Twin lights the size of glow-worms approached de Jelski. We saw a 
face rapidly form near him which was illuminated by the twin-lights. 
We heard whispered the Polish name, “ Zygmunt.” (Sigismond) 

The face faded but the twin-lights persisted. They approached 
me. Then I saw a distinct human face. It was that of a young man 
with brilliant eyes. The head was enveloped in a veil which hid the top 
and the chin. This apparition lasted four or five seconds. Then I felt 
myself kissed on the forehead and cheek. I also heard speech but it 
was in Polish which I do not understand. The “ entity ” passed behind 
me and leaned heavily with both hands on my shoulders, several times. 
I was much pleased for, according to my observations, this phenomenon 
could not have been fraudulently produced by the medium. That 
would have required the help of a confederate in the réle of phantom, 
which I was satisfied was impossible. 

I expressed my pleasure aloud. Then the entity went to Jelski and 
spoke at length in Polish. It seems that it said: “I am Sigismond. 
All is well. Count upon me. I am going to take a chair, put it on 
the table, and sit in it.” 

Immediately we heard a great racket in the cage behind the medium, 
| The door of the cage was noisily thrown open. Then I had the 
impression that a chair passed over my head and came down gently 
_ upon the table around which we sat. Suddenly a white, faintly lumi- 
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nous column was seen on the chair. Above it, about at the level of 
a man’s head if he were sitting in the chair, we could distinguish the 
twin-lights. 

The medium awoke. We turned on the light. The chair which had 
been in the cage was found to be on the table. 

This was a remarkable case of telekinetic action; the very heavy 
chair had been two meters distant from the medium; the door of the 
cage was lateral, on the left side, hence on the side where I was sitting, 
This phenomenon was therefore most complicated: The opening of the 
cage door, the transporting of the chair from out of the cage and over 
our heads until it rested on the table, without having touched us, and 
in complete darkness. It is impossible that all this could have been the 
fraudulent work of the medium who remained motionless and whose left 
hand never left my grasp. 


For comparison we give the account of a séance at the Institut 
Métapsychique. 


SEANcE oF May 26, 8:30 P.M., In THE LarcEe HALu oF THE 
Instirut METAPSYCHIQUE 


Experimenters: Professor Santoliquido, controller on the left; 
M. Haverna, controller on the right; Dr. Stephen Chauvet, M. Huc, 


Mme. V., and Dr. Geley. (For account of precautions see collective 
report in our last number.) (Pp. 84 ff. this Journal.) 

The séance was divided into two periods. The medium was not 
well; was weakened by a severe bronchial attack and fever. He was 
very anemic and his nervous condition was bad; he was depressed and 
nervous. 

First period: Guzik was slow to become entranced,—about twenty 
minutes. Finally the trance began; his hands and legs, though firmly 
held, trembled. Suddenly M. Haverna perceived multiple touches on 
his left arm, his back and then his left side. He felt something trying 
to thrust itself into his coat pocket, and described the sensation as 
being like the contact of a dog’s muzzle. 

All of us then distinctly heard heavy footsteps which passed slowly 
around the circle. A rectangular table standing behind the medium 
about a meter from him, which had been fastened to the floor with 
gummed paper, was moved. We heard the noise as it was dragged 
slowly along the floor. At a distance we also heard a chair being 
overturned. At this noise the medium awoke. We turned on the light 
and ascertained the following. The displaced table had been dragged 
over against the wall, to the right of, and in front of, the medium, to 
a distance of two and a half meters from the point of departure. The 
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overturned chair was at the left of the table. It had been dragged 
with the table and was between it and the wall. 

After a rest of half an hour the séance was resumed under the same 
conditions. At the end of ten minutes two fine lights appeared. They 
first approached Professor Santoliquido, then M. Haverna. As they 
drew near we heard indistinct words which seemed to be whispered from 
the level of the two lights. The lights returned near to Professor San- 
toliquido who perceived that they illumined the face of a woman. 

Again we heard the table, which we had restored to its original 
place during the rest interval. It was dragged along the floor to the 
left of Guzik. The medium awoke and we turned on the light. The 
table had been moved to a distance of two meters from its former 
position. It had moved in a quarter-circle, passing between chairs 
and arm-chairs without disturbing them. 

In comparing these two séances of Warsaw and Paris we see that 
the phenomena are of the same character, and we are therefore justi- 
fied in summing up the mediumship of Guzik as a whole. I cannot 
attempt to publish the complete records of all of the séances. This 
would be both useless and wearisome. His mediumship is not very 
varied. It is most valuable for the great regularity of production but 
it is rarely marked by unexpected phenomena. I shall offer therefore 
a synthetic study, interpolating portions of analytical records which 
seem to be of especial value. We shall discuss, successively :— 

1. Luminous phenomena; visible materialisations; direct voice; 

(customary phenomena with G.) 
2. Movement of objects without contact. 
3. Contacts, impressions, direct writing. 


Luminous PHENOMENA, VisiBLE Mareriauisations, Direct Voice 


The luminous phenomena of Guzik lack the variety and intensity 
of those produced by Kluski; but when the medium is in good health 
their regularity is remarkable. His phenomena may be graded thus: 

Ill health, fatigue, exhaustion, bad nervous condition,—simple phe- 
nomena of contacts. 

Fairly good health—invisible materialisations, slight movements. 

Good physical and nervous condition—lights, visible materialisa- 
tions, direct voice, important displacements of objects. 

Here is the usual course taken by the luminous phenomena. Lights 
form, generally near the medium; more frequently behind him. The 
point of condensation or ectoplasmic emanation seems to be quite near 
him, either behind or beside him. The lights appear suddenly, and 
disappear as quickly. They are of about the size and luminosity of 
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glow-worms. They are usually in couples. At more distant points 
they appear singly, but even when close to the medium the two are 
distinct, one from the other. These lights move about rapidly, come 
and go, rise and descend. They approach one or another of the assist- 
ants until near his head. Immediately he and those near him, some- 
times all of the assistants, perceive a more or less well-formed face, 
At these times the two lights seem to be two brilliant points placed, 
one on the upper and the other on the lower, lip of the face. At other 
times the lights seem to spread as they approach an assistant until 
they become a nebulous body about the size of a face, and those nearest 
may distinguish a complete luminous face. 

When the manifestation is weak the lights do not move far from 
the medium. When strong they move quite far away from hin, go all 
around the circle, etc. The lights release a slight odor of ozone. 

Ordinarily a manifestation of direct voice is accompanied by a 
luminous phenomenon. One sees the mouth of the apparition open, a 
luminous point on each lip; and one hears words spoken with apparent 
effort. The voice is natural, distinct, yet peculiar. It seems to bea 
part of a vibration of the air on the lips and produced by aspiration 
rather than expiration. It lacks the character of tones produced by 
a larynx. Often it is not clear enough to be understood ; but at times 
the words are quite distinct. 

The lights illumine not only the faces; they sometimes are seen at 
the tips of fingers which are made clearly visible. 

I spoke of the rapidity with which the lights appear and disappear. 
There are, however, exceptions. Sometimes the luminous lips kiss the 
forehead or cheek of an assistant and leave some luminous deposit 
which remains bright for several seconds. 

Here are a few examples from the record. I beg the indulgence of 
the reader for the necessary length and monotony of these observations, 


SEANCE oF Sept. 13, 1921, 5 p.m., Warsaw. At THE DanisH 
ConsuLATE, AN OLp Hovsr with Larcre Rooms 


I controlled the right hand and leg of the medium; a Polish officer. 
whose name I neglected to note, controlled on the other side. The 
other assistants were M. du Bourg de Bozas, Ossowiecki, Prince Lubo- 
mirski, and de Jelski. 

The medium was a quarter of an hour in becoming entranced. Then 
at his left appeared a vague, luminous column the height of a man 
standing upright. At the top was a ball the size of a head. Soon this 
vanished. Then I saw twin-lights, two and two, behind the medium. 
Two of these lights came close to my face. I then distinctly saw 4 
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human face. It was that of a young man with an incurvated nose. 
The top and lower part of the face were obscured by a nebulous 
drapery. The apparition disappeared in two or three seconds, 


SEANCE OF Sept. 15, 1921, 6 P.mM., ar THE HomME oF 
Prince Luspomirski 


Controllers: Dr. Geley and de Jelski. Other experimenters: M. 
Gravier, Prince Lubomirski, M. Ossowiecki. 

Rapid appearance of luminous phenomena. Phosphorescent points 
moved about the room very quickly. M. Ossowiecki, who is clair- 
voyant, saw a column of light the height of a man, behind the medium. 
At first he alone saw this but it grew distinct enough to be seen by all. 
Two luminous points moved from the column and approached M. 
Ossowiecki. They stopped close to his face, which startled him so that. 
he drew back. The face retreated a little; then came close again. 
There was a pause. A bright point slowly approached a screen of zinc 
sulphate which lay, the bright side down, on the table before us. The 
screen was raised quickly to quite a height; then it descended slowly 
and was gently laid on the hands of Prince Lubomirski. 

Toward the close of the séance a sort of luminous crown appeared, 
fringed with vertical rays extending downward. This crown rose 


lightly and steadily to the ceiling where it vanished. This phenomenon 
lasted about thirty seconds. 


SEANCE OF SEPT. 29, 1921, 5 p.m., ar THE HoME oF 
Prince Lusomirski 


From the 15th to the 29th of September the daily séances were 
poor though we did not know why. The luminous phenomena in 
particular were extremely weak. On the 29th the séance was much 
better. 

I controlled on the left. On my right sat the Countess T.; next to 
her sat her brother, a young man of twenty; then the Major-Doctor 
Camus. We had placed a zinc sulphate screen on the table with the 
luminous side down. Instantly I saw an opaque mass interposed before 
the bright crack between the screen and the table. From this mass two 
fingers detached themselves and seized a pencil which lay upon a piece 
of paper on the table. An instant later I saw the pencil stand upright 
and begin’ to write. Countess T. perceived the same thing. Then I 
was caressed by a hand and tapped on the shoulder. 

We saw numerous beautiful lights and half-formed faces. These 
faces approached and murmured in my ear though I failed to under- 
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stand the words. A luminous hand formed and came and touched 
me on the forehead. I felt the fingers distinctly. Their temperature 
was normal. The hand passed around the circle and touched each 
assistant. 


Seance or Sept. 29, 1921, ar rHE Home or THE CoMMANDANT DE M. 
oF THE Frencu Miuitary Mission 


The commandant controlled on the left and I on the right. Among 
the phenomena we had more complex materialisations than usual. A 
white column formed behind the medium and approached the Polish 
General L. We saw the face clearly, with luminous points on the lips. 
The apparition spoke in German. There was a long conversation 
between it and the general; a very commonplace talk. This phenom- 
enon lasted at least nine minutes. 


SEANCE oF APRIL 19, 1922, 5 P.M., aT THE Home or Mme, Woozinska 


Assistants: Professor Richet, controller on left; Mme. Wodzinska, 
controller on right; Dr. Geley, M. Ossowiecki and M. Gravier. 

Although the light was extinguished, a little light penetrated the 
cracks around the door so that the outlines of the assistants were 
visible. Luminosities appeared promptly in couples. They moved 
about, rose, and descended until they touched the assistants. When 
they approached close to the assistants they illuminated half-formed 
faces. I especially noticed the smooth face of a young man or possi- 
bly it was that of a woman. 

All of the apparitions had light draperies about their heads. When 
this stuff happened to touch us it felt like a very fine muslin. The 
faces were illuminated, sometimes by the points of light on the lips, 
sometimes by two fingers held towards them with points of light on 
their tips. By the light of the crevice of the door I saw a dark hand 
touch M. Gravier; it then touched me. 


SEANCE oF ApriL 21, 1922, 5 p.m., Same Conpitions 


Controllers: Professor Richet and Dr. Geley. From the beginning 
of trance, apparitions of twin-lights illuminating vague, cloudy faces. 
Professor Richet felt a hand on each shoulder at the same time. A 
well-formed entity went around the circle touching the foreheads of 
the assistants and leaving, wherever he touched them, a luminous 
spot which lasted several minutes and which alternated in degrees of 
intensity. 
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Seance or Aprit 30, 1922, 5 p.m., ar THE Rooms oF THE 
PoutsH Socrety ror Psycuicat REesEarcu 


Controllers: Professor Richet and Dr. Geley. Assistants: M. 
Gravier, M. Ossowiecki, Mme. Ossowiecki, M. de Jelski. 

First came a few contacts; then lights were perceived. I saw three 
at one time on different levels. Two of these lights floated over the 
group of assistants, then approached each other and were united. At 
this moment the sound of kisses, then an ordinary conversation in 
Polish, were heard distinctly. 

I now come to the séances of the Institut Métapsychique. As will 
be seen, notwithstanding the more detailed control, the manifestations 
were the same as before. I shall cite only the most important. 


Seance or Dec. 3, 1922, ar rHe Home or Proressor RicHetr 
A REMARKABLE SEANCE IN Two PErEriops 


After dining at the home of Professor Richet we formed our circle. 
Controller on left, Professor Richet; on right, Professor Leclainche. 
Arrangement of circle: Medium, Professor Richet, de Grammont, Dr. 
Geley, Mme. Geley, Mme. Richet, de Jelski, Professor Leclainche, 
medium. 

Darkness. About half an hour’s wait without manifestations. The 
medium in a deep sleep. We heard his regular breathing. Once he 
trembled, but became quiet again. (At these times the controllers 
rouse him slightly by shaking his hands without entirely waking him, 
a very delicate performance. ) 

Professor Leclainche succeeded in arousing the medium just enough 
and the phenomena were released. The medium shook from head to 
foot and groaned. Immediately a light the size of a glow-worm rap- 
idly crossed over the group from M. de Grammont to M. Leclainche. 

Other lights appeared around and above the medium. Professor 
Richet and Professor Leclainche announced touches. A nebulous cloud 
shaped like a disc and as large as two hands crossed the group and 
vanished near the medium. Suddenly we saw two brilliant lights 
against Professor Leclainche who was struck forcefully on the face 
and back. The medium awoke and we suspended the séance while he 
smoked, drank some tea and a glass of cognac. On resuming, Pro- 
fessor Richet’s daughter, Mme. Le Bert, joined us and controlled on 
the left. The order was: Mme. Le Bert, Dr. Geley, de Jelski, Mme. 
Richet, Leclainche, Richet, de Grammont, Mme. Geley. 

Manifestations began immediately. Mme. Le Bert felt some one 
behind her who stroked her and knocked on the back of her chair. 
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We saw lights above her and also around the medium. These were 
numerous and small. They moved about gently, approached and with- 
drew from the assistants, and at times rose very high. Mme. Le Bert 
was kissed several times and arms embraced her shoulders. Dr. Geley 
twice felt warm lips in kisses upon his forehead. Geley and de Gram- 
mont felt a veil brush across their faces. 

A voice was heard near Mme. Le Bert, who, however, failed to 
distinguish the words. Several times we saw a half-formed face near 
her. Then twin-lights soared to a height of about a meter-and-a-half 
above the medium. A voice was heard to say: “ Au revoir” and the 
lights moved away. Three blows were struck on the medium’s back 


which wakened him. 


SEaNncE oF Dec. 5, 4 p.m., Lance Haut or THE 
InstTituT METAPSYCHIQUE 


This séance was divided into three periods. First period, con- 
troller on right, M. E. S.; controller on left, Professor Richet. The 
assistants were seated in the following order: Medium, Professor 
Richet, Eugéne Caucal, Councillor General of Saéne and Loire, Cor- 
nillier, de Jelski, Forthuny, Geley, Mme. S., M.S. Medium and assist- 
ants were all linked together by a woolen thread knotted at each wrist 
in such manner as to permit each one to move his hand no farther 
than twenty centimeters. 

We turned out the light and noticed that the thick curtains of the 
window on the left side of the room had been carelessly drawn and 
allowed a streak of light to enter from top to bottom. 

M. S. announced touches on his left arm. The medium stirred and 
sighed a little. His chair moved a trifle to the right as though to 
allow him to avoid the ray of light. A heavy armchair behind M. S. 
moved against him, then moved away from him until it was against 
the window where the light entered. The medium awoke. We then 
ascertained that the displaced armchair had been completely turned 
around so that its arms were against the curtain as though in a vain 
effort to cut off the light. 

The second period was under the same conditions as the first; 
similar precautions of control. Guzik had taken some tea and a glass 
of cognac. Controller on right: Mme. S.; on the left, M. Caucal. 
Order of circle, Mme. S., M. S., Dr. Geley, Forthuny, de Jelski, Cor- 
nillier and Caucal. Professor Richet sat outside the circle on a sofa. 

Almost at once Mme. S. announced touches on her left arm. Bright 
lights appeared about the size of a pea, which crossed the circle and 
followed various circuits. Several times we saw larger, less brilliant 
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lights, oval or disc-shaped, of the approximate size of a face. These 
lights were distinct but ephemeral. 

Sometimes these lights rose quite high; almost to the ceiling. They 
approached the assistants, especially Mme. S., M. S., M. Caucal and 
M. Cornillier. Whenever the lights came in contact with the assistants 
these announced that they had been touched and kissed. Three times 
Mme. S. felt arms around her and two hands resting on her shoulders. 
Then she was kissed on the forehead. The touches were not startling, 
but very gentle. 

M. S. received the same impressions. So did M. Caucal. The 


manifestations felt by the two controllers were sometimes felt simulta- 
neously. 


SEANcE oF Dec. 11, 1922 


Controllers: René Sudre, Mme. de C. Assistants: Geley, Mme. 
Sudre, Mme. Clement. 

Twin lights passed in front of all the assistants who in turn felt 
kisses from warm lips. Geley alone did not perceive this. When Mme. 
Sudre was kissed, the caress was on her left cheek, the one turned away 
from the medium. By the light of the phenomena we saw M. Sudre’s 


face, and against it the silhouette of a supernormal face that kissed 
him. 


SEANCE oF Dec. 12, 1922 


Controllers: Dr. Fontoynont, M. Jean Meyer. Assistants: M. 
and Mme. Cornillier, Mme. Jean Meyer, Dr. Geley, de Jelski. 

After a wait of ten minutes the phenomena began. Contacts on 
the controllers, beautiful lights, some small and bright, others spread 
out into nebule the size of a face. The lights moved in various routes 
sometimes rising very high. Whenever they touched an experimenter, 
that person announced a touch or a kiss. Now and then the medium 
‘emed to be enveloped in a phosporescent cloud. M. Jean Meyer felt 


himself kissed long and frequently. Also Dr. Fontoynont who said 
that the touch of lips was most distinct. 


Seance oF Dec. 15, 1922 

Controllers: M. Marcel Prévost, Mme. Sudre. Assistants: Mme. 
Marcel Prévost, Dr. Fontoynont, Mme. M. Cornillier, Mme. X. 
I shall give the personal account of Dr. Fontoynont whose im- 
pressions, as you will see, are similar to my own: 

“JT, the undersigned, Dr. Fontoynont, Director of the School of 
[edicine of Tananarive, corresponding member of the Academy of 
ledicine, certify that I assisted, at Dr. Geley’s International Institute 
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of Metapsychology, on Tuesday the twelfth, and Friday the fifteenth, 
of December, 1922, at the metapsychical séances; and state that the 
following incidents seem to me of sufficient importance to be recorded: 


Seance or TveEspay, Dec, 12, 1922, ar 4:30 p.m. 


“T served as controller and held the right hand of the medium, with 
my right ear against his left one. I did not cease for an instant to be 
in close contact with him. My left side was close to my neighbor, 
Mme. Meyer. My right foot and leg touched the left foot and leg of 
the medium and the contact was never broken. There were three short 
séances separated by ten-minute intervals. 

“‘ First period: Behind and at the sides of the medium I saw phos- 
phorescent lights form and I had the impression that something vague 
was forming close to me. I then felt several touches, on my back and 
chest, made by solid bodies which pressed lightly against me. At 
other times these bodies struck me but without hurting me. I was 
tapped three times on the right shoulder by a hand. It was as though 
some one in a crowd who wished to attract my attention, had reached 
over and tapped me. The touch of these hands was gentle, pliant, and 
the surface secmed to vary in size from that of the palm of a hand to 
the dimensions of a large plate. My chair was shaken several times, 
and once I thought I felt a large animal like a dog pressing against 
my right leg and thigh. The medium slept badly. 

“ Second period: I felt new pressures and pushes; then floating 
lights appeared at the right and left of the medium. Some floated 
about ; others remained stationary; some moved quite far away. When 
these lights passed close to me I had the impression of a veil that was 
drawn along and brushed against my hands and face. The medium was 
restless. He had fits of shivering and sighing at the moment of the 
production of a phenomenon. This restlessness, and a luminous vapor 
which formed over his face, warned me when a phenomenon was about 
to manifest itself. 

“Third period: The medium was quickly entranced. The jerking 
and trembling came rapidly. I felt touches, strokes, strong pushes. 
Several lights passed of which one approached me and touched my 
forehead. At the same time I felt as though a veil were drawn over 
my hands. Then, where the light touched my forehead I was distinctly 
kissed. This kiss felt cold, though the sensation only lasted a few 

seconds. When the light faded, somewhere above and between the 
medium and the person opposite me, I heard a hoarse voice which spoke 
two words indistinctly. Soon I felt my face brushed by what seemed 
to be a woolen stuff or still more like hair or a long beard. After this 
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I was kissed twice on the left cheek. These kisses were different from 
the first,—they were long, warm and clinging. The impression re- 
mained with me for a long time,—at least ten minutes. 


Seance oF Frivay, Dec. 15, 1922, 4:30 p.m. 


“There were two periods with an interval of ten minutes. I occu- 
pied the same position at the left of the medium. On his other side was 
M. Marcel Prévost who acted as controller. 

“First period: I only experienced the forming of a few lights 
which moved about. One passed between M. Prévost and myself. 
Nothing more. 

“Second period: I saw numerous circular lights. On the table 
before us was a piece of cardboard covered with some malleable sub- 
stance capable of receiving impressions. This was lifted high and 
dropped on my head from whence it fell back upon the table in almost 
the same place where it had lain before, but turned around. 

“T heard the sound of a heavy table being moved and after the 
séance I saw that a stand with a heavy marble top had been displaced. 
Two pencils and some sheets of paper with the letterhead of the Insti- 
tut Métapsychique had been placed on this stand. One of the pencils 
was hurled through the air and fell on Mme. X. who was at the end of 
the table at which we sat. The pencil must therefore have risen from 
the stand on which it lay, passed over the medium’s head and over the 
whole length of our table before falling on Mme. X. who was the 
assistant farthest from its point of departure. 

“When the medium awoke I found that marks very much like a 
running French handwriting had been made in black lead on one of the 
sheets of paper, although nothing was decipherable. One of the two 
pencils on the stand was missing and it was the one which had fallen 
on Mme. X.—Dr. Fontoynont.” Paris, December 16, 1922. 


Seance or Dec. 17, 1922, 5 p.m., at THE INsTITUT METAPsSYCHIQUE 


Controllers: M. Marcel Prévost, Marquise de B. Assistants: MM. 
Prévost, de Jelski, Dr. Geley. Order: Guzik, Prévost, de Jelski, Mme. 
Prévost, Mme. X., Dr. Geley, Marquise de B. 

Manifestations began in five minutes. First Mme. B. was touched ; 
then M. Prévost. The latter’s chair was drawn back rather violently 
and he was struck three times on the back so hard that we all heard 
the sound of the blows. Beautiful lights appeared on each side of the 
medium; they moved in the usual way and touched Mme. B. and M. 
Prévost, who felt kisses which we all heard. 
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Seance or Dec. 17, 1922, 9 p.m. 


Controllers: Dr. Osty and M. Ageorges. Assistants: Dr. Geley 
and M. de Jelski. 

Very fine lights formed behind and, as well as we could judge, from 
a meter to a meter-and-a-half distant from the medium. The con- 
trollers were touched and kissed. A beautiful phosphorescent cloud 
the size of a face approached Ageorges and Osty. As it neared them 
they clearly saw a well-formed face. Here is Dr. Osty’s account: 

“ Phosphorescent lights formed near the head of the medium and 
advanced toward the assistants. I felt moist lips kiss my forehead; 
they felt human. I saw two luminous lips move away from me, moving, 
as they spoke in a strange language. The luminous mass grew larger; 
it appeared to me to be ten or fifteen centimeters high. 

“It moved toward M. Ageorges who announced that he saw before 
him three-fourths of a man’s beautiful, luminous face. He distin- 
guished the eyes,nose, lips, moustache. A couple of minutes passed. 
Vague lights approached my face. I was kissed on forehead and head, 
and my cheeks were stroked by hands. Other quick, distinct touches 
followed on my face, head and shoulders.” 

During the fifty séances held in the spring at which, in turn, the 
witnesses to the report assisted, luminous phenomena were less marked 
than previously. The medium’s health was very bad and this reacted 
upon his powers. At those séances where lights were observed they 
were identical with the ones already described. 

I will only cite extracts from the accounts of two assistants: M. 


Paul Ginisty and Dr. Bourbon. 


SEANCE OF May 9, 1922, 9 P.m., at THE INsTITUT METAPSYCHIQUE 


Controllers: Professor Vallée, on left; M. Paul Ginisty, on right. 

Extract from account of M. Paul Ginisty: 

“ After which a light appeared. It seemed to be a little globe, oval 
in form. Suddenly I had the impression of a face which approached 
my own as though to kiss me, at which I recoiled with a feeling of 
repulsion. Then, close to my ear came broken, murmured words; 
they sounded muffled as though lips were against my ear. During this 
short time a light floated on my left, above my head. The voice ceased 
abruptly and the impression of a presence left me. There were n0 
further manifestations.” 


SEANCE oF May 2, 1922, 9 p.m., at THE INsTITUT METAPSYCHIQUE 


Assistants: Dr. Cunéo, Dr. Chauvet, Dr. Osty and Dr. Bourbon. 
Dr. Bourbon controlled on the right. Extract from his account: 
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“TI felt something brush my left eyebrow and saw a bright light 
not far from my eye. I watched it closely without moving. It had 
the slightly bluish tint of the electric arc-light. It was very bright 
yet caused me no discomfort although it was only four or five centi- 
meters away. No sound accompanied this manifestation but I per- 
ceived a decided odor of ozone. This light disappeared after two or 
three seconds. Before I saw it myself I heard the assistants on the 
opposite side of the table announce that they saw a light. It was 
first seen behind me and above my head. 

“'The ozone, except in the slow oxidation of phosphorus, and 
under special chemical circumstances which it would be useless to cite 
here, is only produced in the course of manifestations of electrical 
energy.” 

We see that the statements of witnesses agree. The other assist- 
ants testify to having received similar impressions. 


SOME IMPRESSIONS OF JEAN GUZIK 
AND HIS PHENOMENA 


BY HARRY PRICE 


When I decided, after serious consideration, that I would attend 
the second International Congress of Psychical Researchers, to be 
held at Warsaw in August-September of this year, it was with the 
fixed determination that I would obtain as many sittings as possible 
with the celebrated mediums who reside in the Polish capital. 

Upon my arrival at Warsaw, I quickly discovered to my chagrin 
that the allocation of sittings was like the kisses of the proverb. I do 
not blame the Polish Committee for their system—or lack of it—of 
apportioning their favours; probably they meant well. But it was 
painfully obvious that they were being led by the noses by a little 
group of Continental savants who did pretty well as they pleased with 
the Congress. 

After spending two or three days in discovering which particular 
wires had to be pulled in order to obtain a sitting of any description, 
and by dint of much perseverance, I was at last put into the way of 
“working the oracle” as far as Guzik was concerned. I found that 
this medium had a business manager, (whose name I forget), through 
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whom all sittings were arranged. I understand that this gentleman 
accompanies Guzik on his travels, and attends all séances. 

At last a sitting was arranged for me, and I was informed that the 
fee for the séance would be one hundred French francs, or a million 
and a half Polish marks, equivalent to about thirty shillings in English 
money. Each sitter pays his share of this fee. When I mention that 
Guzik often gives four and five sittings per day, it will be seen that 
the income from his mediumship is not inconsiderable. 

The sitting was fixed for six-thirty p.m. on Thursday, August 30th, 
1923. We assembled in the foyer of the Hotel de l’Europe just before 
the appointed hour, and were met by Guzik’s manager and the other 
sitters who were Miss Walker, an English visitor to the Congress; 
Professor Sydney Alrutz, of Upsala University; Mr. E. J. Dingwall, 
the Research Officer of the S. P. R.; Herr Fritz Griinewald, the Berlin 
engineer, whose instruments for use in psychical research are so well 
known; and a Dr. Neumann. 

From the hotel we were conveyed in droschkies to the outskirts of 
the city, to a lady’s flat where many of Guzik’s sittings are held. 
I do not know the name of the lady, nor could I ascertain the reason 
why the sittings were usually held there. We were ushered into a 
small room which was overcrowded with furniture, including a grand 
piano, tables, etc. When we had paid our respects to the hostess, 
Guzik was brought in from an adjoining apartment and introduced to 
the assembled company. 

Jean Guzik is a middle-aged man of medium height and slim pro- 
portions. He has a sallow complexion and appears to be in ill health. 
There is nothing at all striking in his personality, but a keen observer 
would not fail to notice in his eyes an alertness which is not entirely 
masked by his exceedingly quiet demeanor. He speaks but little during 
the sitting, and seldom on his own initiative. 

The sitting was held in the apartment containing the excess of 
furniture, and considerable pains were taken in order to darken the 
room effectually. Heavy curtains were drawn across the window, ex- 
cluding every ray of daylight. The two sittings I had with Guzik 
were held in total darkness. 

The room having been darkened to the satisfaction of Guzik and his 
manager, the electric lights were turned on for the arranging of the 
sitters, etc. At this juncture, Professor Alrutz asked permission to 
attach two luminous buttons to the sleeves of the medium’s coat. After 
some little discussion, the request was granted and the buttons affixed. 
A small rectangular table was then brought in, around which the sitters 
were placed, according to the wishes of Guzik’s manager and our host- 
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ess, Who appeared to lead the circle which she had now joined. We 
linked up hands in chain formation; the lights were switched off; a 
few prayers were said in Polish; and the séance commenced. 

I will not detail the exact order in which we sat at this stage of 
the sitting, as we received no phenomena of any description. Suffice 
it to say that the luminous buttons were visible during the whole of 
this period, and that Mr. Dingwall was helping to control the medium’s 
right hand, his left being controlled by another sitter. 

After sitting as described above for over half an hour, we were 
told that Guzik had been informed by his “ guides ” that the sitters 
were too numerous, and no phenomena could be produced under such 
conditions. Though surprised at this dictum, there was no help for it; 
we were obliged to reduce the size of the circle. Accordingly, the 
lights were switched on; the medium removed the luminous buttons 
from his sleeves; and Miss Walker, Professor Alrutz, and Mr. Ding- 
wall withdrew, after having been promised that another sitting (the 
fifth that day) would be held in my bedroom at the Hotel Bristol on 
the same evening at 11.30. 

After a hasty cup of coffee the lights were again turned out and 
the remaining sitters, viz:—Herr Griinewald, Dr. Neumann, our host- 
ess, the “ Manager ” and myself re-formed round the small table and 
the phenomena immediately commenced—almost before Professor Al.- 
rutz and his companions could have got to the bottom of the street. 

I must mention in parentheses that our conversations with Guzik’s 
advisers were conducted in French (as we understood they knew no 
English) our remarks being translated to the medium. We conversed 
in English among ourselves, and in this language we discussed the con- 
trol of the medium, etc. When Professor Alrutz and the others had 
left us, I was informed by my hostess, who then spoke excellent English 
(to my great surprise and amusement), that Guzik’s “ guides ” con- 
sidered the Professor and Mr. Dingwall “ too critical,” and it was for 
this reason that the circle had been divided. There is a moral to this 
incident, and I am still wondering whether our remarks in English 
were the cause of Guzik’s “ guides ” putting their backs up. 

I will now describe the way in which we sat, and the method em- 
ployed in controlling Guzik. Commencing from the left of the medium, 
we were placed in the following order :—Dr. Neumann, (who informed 
me that he had attended every sitting Guzik had given that week) ; 
myself; Guzik’s manager; Herr Griinewald; our hostess; the medium. 
The control of the medium consisted in Madame holding the right hand 
of Guzik, while Herr Griinewald was permitted to place his hand over 
the lady’s hand, thus having a partial control, though a very ineffec- 
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tual one. The medium’s little finger on his left hand was held by 
Dr. Neumann, the remaining sitters linking up in the usual way. There 
was no suggestion made that the medium’s feet should be controlled. 

As I have already remarked, the phenomena commenced directly 
after my friends had withdrawn from the circle. The first thing I 
noticed was a small point of light about eighteen inches above the 
medium’s head. The light, which gradually expanded into two lights, 
one about three inches above the other, was also seen by the rest of 
the sitters, and my hostess suggested that it was some distance behind 
the medium and “ near the ceiling.” I could not agree to this. The 
lights then travelled towards the centre of the table, at the same time 
a hissing, whistling noise, interspersed with growls, proceeded from 
the direction of the medium. The “lights” then approached each 
sitter in turn and as one obtained a closer view of them, one could see 
that they were two tiny lambent flames attached to the upper and 
lower portions of black, elongated, articulated “ jaws,” which opened 
and closed in unison with the prolonged wailing cries or “ yowls” 
which proceeded from the direction of Guzik. The “ jaws ” then ap- 
proached within two inches of my face; stopped and then touched me 
gently on the cheek, at the same time sounds of kissing proceeded from 
the direction of the medium. The surface of the “ jaws” felt soft 
against my cheek. As the object advanced towards me, the two small 
flames illumined the surfaces to which they were attached, and I could 
plainly see the texture of the material of which they were made. This 
material was identical in appearance to stockingette. Without accus- 
ing Guzik of malpractices of any description, I must put it on record 
that if he had succeeded in freeing one of his hands; and if he had 
placed that hand and wrist in a stockingette sheath upon which were 
two dabs of phosphorus or similar light-radiating substance; and if 
he had opened and closed his hand in imitation of the movements of 
a mouth, the effect would have been identical to what I saw that 
evening. As far as I am concerned, there is no doubt as to the effect 
this extraordinary “snout ” produced upon me. These black, illum’ 
nated “ jaws ” appeared and re-appeared five times during this sitting 
which lasted but twenty-five minutes; and each time the exact resen- 
blance to a hand in a stocking was forced upon me. 

Between the visits of Guzik’s curious production we were favoured 
with other phenomena. We were told that a hand-bell on the grand 
piano (which was just behind the medium), would be conveyed by psy- 
chic means to the centre of the small séance table around which we 
sat. After a wait of a minute or so, there was a crash behind the 
medium, and the sound of the bell falling upon the piano-top. The 
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bell was not brought to the séance table, and it was not mentioned 
again. After the sitting, I measured the distance from the fallen 
hand-bell to the medium’s chair, and I found that the bell was just out 
of his reach. But if Guzik had been able to free one arm and if he 
had used a short reaching-rod in order to pick up the bell; and if that 
bell had fallen off the reaching-rod and had crashed upon the piano, 
the effect would have been identical to what I heard that evening. 

One of the sitters remarked that he had heard a note struck on the 
piano, which was closed and locked in our presence previous to the 
sitting. I did not hear the note myself, but I tested the piano after- 
wards, and found very considerable play between the locked cover and 
the keyboard. With a piece of thin flexible steel I could have produced 
an entire gamut of notes by inserting the metal between the locked lid 
and the ivories. Sounds of stamping on the floor were heard, and the 
noise clearly proceeded from somewhere in the vicinity of the medium. 

We were now told to prepare for the “ grande finale ” in the shape 
of Guzik’s apocryphal “little animal” which has been variously de- 
scribed as a “dog,” “furry ape,” etc. We were told “not to be 
frightened,” and were admonished to “ hold tight and keep our seats,” 
etc. A suitable atmosphere having thus been created, the “ animal ” 
appeared. The first notification of its presence was a bouncing noise 
upon the table-top, accompanied by growls, yowls, barks and hisses 
which came from the direction of the medium. It would be wrong to 
state that a ventriloquial effect was produced. No ventriloquist living 
can produce his vocal illusions in total darkness, because the mise en 
scéne is absent. Though I admit that it is sometimes hard to locate 
sounds in the dark, a person of normal hearing should have no diffi- 
culty in ascertaining the direction of vocal sounds when they are pro- 
duced in the immediate vicinity of his ears. As a matter of fact, 
Guzik’s mouth was only a few inches away from my ear. 

The bouncing and banging on the table continued, and the sounds 
reminded me very forcibly of the noise produced by an ox bladder 
(beloved of small boys and slap-stick comedians), at the end of a stick 
being wielded by someone who wanted to create a terrific din. As the 
sounds came closer to me, I gradually lowered my head towards the 
surface of the table, and the “animal” slid (as if it were being pulled), 
under my chin. I could distinctly feel a resiliency in the object which 
again impressed me as being like an ox bladder. I could feel no hair 
or fur; it felt smooth, soft and shiny. If Guzik had succeeded in free- 
ing one of his hands, and if he had inflated an ox bladder attached by 
a string to a stick which was wielded in the manner I have described; 
and if the banging of the bladder was accompanied by zoélogical imita- 
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tions upon the part of the medium—the resultant effect would have 
been identical to the medley of noises produced that evening. 

The above phenomenon having concluded, the lights were turned up 
and the séance was at an end. I paid half a million Polish marks as 
my share of the sitting; bought an autographed portrait from the 
medium; gave Madame’s maid a pourboire; and departed to my hotel 
to be in readiness for the next sitting due in my bedroom at 11:30 
the same evening. 


SECOND SITTING 


The notes from which the above account has been prepared were 
dictated to Miss Walker immediately upon my return to the Hotel 
Bristol. I informed Professor Alrutz and Mr. Dingwall of the “ signs 
and wonders ” I had witnessed after their departure, and they looked 
forward with much interest to the sitting arranged to take place in 
my bedroom. 

Guzik and his manager arrived at the appointed time, and we set 
to work to prepare the apartment. The room having been darkened 
to the satisfaction of the medium and his friend, we proceeded to 
arrange ourselves for the sitting. 

The table used was a rectangular one, about twice the size of that 
employed at the previous sitting. It was decided that Miss Walker 
and myself should control the medium, and we sat in the following 
order, commencing from the left of the medium: Miss Walker; Mr. 
Dingwall; the medium’s manager; Professor Alrutz; myself; Guzik. 
The lights were then switched off. 

Though I was supposed to control the medium, it was really the 
medium who controlled me, as he tightly clasped the little finger of my 
left hand. Miss Walker held the medium’s left hand. All the remain- 
ing hands were linked up in the usual way. Nothing had been said 
about controlling the medium’s feet, so I gently placed my left leg 
against the right leg of the medium. The medium just as gently moved 
his leg away from mine. Seeing that this leg control was distasteful 
to Guzik, I refrained from “ following up” his leg and awaited events. 
With a few preliminary “ shivers” on the part of the medium (who 
does not appear to go into a very deep trance), the phenomena com- 
menced. The first intimation I received was a slight rubbing sensation 
at the bottom of the chair on which I sat. This was followed by 
similar sensations up the leg of the chair, culminating in a gentle poke 
in the small of my back. I at once extended my left leg in order to 
find out whether Guzik’s right leg was in its normal position. It was 
not; in fact, I could not find it. During my leg-hunting excursion, 
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the little digs and pokes were in full swing, and my back and shoulders 
were frequently touched. Now, I do not say that Guzik produced 
those touches with his foot (I noticed he wore soft boots); but I do 
assert that during the period when my back was being touched, Guzik’s 
right leg was not in the same place as he kept it when the lights were 
up. Also, all the touches could have been produced by the leg of a 
person sitting in Guzik’s chair, if his lower members were uncontrolled. 

The next phenomenon appeared to me as a bunched-up white hand- 
kerchief with a speck of light in the centre of the inner folds. This 
handkerchief was poked in my face. At the same time the medium was 
making guttural noises and mutterings and breathing heavily in my 
face. There was no mistaking the medium’s breath, as I recognized it 
again after the sitting. Assuming that the medium wanted to do such a 
thing, there was nothing to prevent him from withdrawing, by means 
of his teeth, a handkerchief from some portion of his person and push- 
ing it in my face. The interior folds of the bunched-up handkerchief 
could contain a fragment of a luminous substance. The fact that he 
would have to close his teeth in order to hold the handkerchief would 
account for the mutterings, etc.; and the proximity of his face to mine 
would account for the unmistakable breath. None of the other sitters 
saw this handkerchief effect (which might easily be mistaken for a face 
by a person unacquainted with deceptive methods), for the simple 
reason that the luminous substance was in the interior of the handker- 
chief, which was kept turned in my direction during the duration of 
its appearance. Miss Walker told me afterwards that she likewise 
received pokes and digs, and a simultaneous pressure on both shoulders. 
Assuming this to be a normal and not a psychic effect, the trick is so 
subtle that I refrain, for obvious reasons, from giving publicity to 
the explanation. 

The above phenomena lasted about thirty minutes, when it was 
decided to have an interval for coffee, etc. During the interval Pro- 
fessor Alrutz conducted some experiments with Guzik pertaining to the 
reflex action of the nerves. 

After the interval, the sitting was resumed, with Professor Alrutz 
and Mr. Dingwall as the controllers. The same phenomena occurred 
as in the first half of the séance, but I should like to emphasize the 
fact that it was only the persons contiguous to the medium who re- 
ceived the touches. The Professor and Dingwall got nothing in the 
first half; Miss Walker and I got nothing in the second portion. 
Guzik’s fabulous animals were conspicuous by their absence, though 
the Professor says he saw two small lights. 

About 1:30 a.m. we closed the séance, with a solemn promise from 
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Guzik and his manager that I should have another sitting upon the 
next evening, Friday, August 3lst. The manager promised to meet 
me at six o’clock at the University, after the Congress had concluded 
for the day. 

I kept the appointment the next day as arranged, but saw nothing 
of Guzik or his manager. After I had kicked my heels on the Warsaw 
cobbles for about an hour, Professor Adam Zoltowski, of Posen Uni- 
versity, who happened to know the address of the lady at whose home 
the sittings were held, rang her up at 6:40 and we learnt to our 
astonishment that the sitting had been in progress for over half an 
hour. The Professor was asked to tender the medium’s apologies to 
me, and his regret that it was found at the last moment “ quite impos- 
sible to give Mr. Price another sitting.” 

The Professor had hardly replaced the telephone receiver when the 
principal Warsaw evening paper, the Rzecpospolita (“ Republic”), 
came out with a detailed “ exposure” of Guzik and an unfortunate 
attack upon Doctor Geley. The article in question is a long one, and 
is signed by Wojciech Dabrowski, an. associate editor of the paper. 
The writer attacks the policy of the Congress and criticises Dr. Geley’s 
paper on Guzik, which the Doctor had read at one of the meetings. 

Professor Zoltowski has kindly translated the Polish into English, 
and I will quote the portion of the article which affects the question 
of Guzik’s mediumship :— 

“ This, so to say, religious tone of the Congress also appeared in 
what we would call, perhaps rather too drastically, the “ canonization 
of Guzik.” This was done by Dr. Geley in his lecture concerning the 
experiments made in Paris with Guzik. Dr. Geley, in doing so, made 
the Warsaw toy a machine of precision. He gave testimony to the 
absolute good-will of Guzik and the genuineness of the appearances 
by him produced. At this point I must give my own experiences . . . 
I took part in a séance with Guzik at which all the phenomena de 
scribed by Dr. Geley were produced with the exception of the legendary 
little animal. Well, I stated [at the time] that the touching of people 
was accomplished by Mr. Guzik, and in a hard fight I took away from 
him an umbrella which he used to this end. I state that I saw the 
rubbing of fingers against a phosphorescent surface, after which the 
famous little lights appeared. I state that the materialization of the 

speaking head was an illusion because it was seen only by two very 
credulous and very frightened persons, and neither I nor anybody else 
saw any forms except two little lights. I state that the voice of this 
‘head’ was such as is described by Dr. Geley; that is, inspiratory 
and not expiratory and that it made upon me the impression of the 
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voice of a pretty clumsy ventriloquist because it proceeded from the 
direction of Mr. Guzik.” 

I wish to emphasize the fact that this account of a sitting with 
Guzik was published on Friday evening, August 31st, twenty-four 
hours after the notes of my sittings had been prepared. But the 
reader will not fail to notice some correspondences between my sittings 
and that attended by M. Dabrowski. We both saw the “ little lights,” 
and M. Dabrowski says he saw how they were produced. Guzik cer- 
tainly did not use an umbrella or other inanimate object for the 
“touchings ” we experienced at our second sitting; the control was 
too great for that. I agree with M. Dabrowski that the “ speaking 
head” was an illusion; but an illusion produced by a bunched-up 
handkerchief and a spot of some radio-active substance. I am certain 
that at M. Dabrowski’s séance this handkerchief was seen by the “ two 
very credulous and very frightened persons ;” and the reason why the 
others did not see it was because the luminous spot was not turned in 
their direction. The same thing happened at our second sitting when 
I was the only person favored by being shown the “ speaking head.” 
To a less observant and more emotional sitter the “ speaking head ” 
illusion might appear terrifying. 

I left for Berlin a few hours after the publication of the Rzecpos- 
polita, but I understand that the article on Dr. Geley and Guzik caused 
something of a sensation, coming, as it did, in the middle of the Con- 
gress. By the time I had crossed the Polish frontier I was confident 
that I had heard the last of Guzik—but I was mistaken. On the 
Berlin-Flushing train my travelling companion (Dr. L. Haden Guest, 
the well-known sociologist), and I made the acquaintance of M. and 
Mme. M. Woevodsky, a daughter of Count Perovsky-Petrovo-Solovovo, 
the author of many articles on psychical research. When Madame 
Woevodsky learnt that I had been to Warsaw the first question she 
asked was: “ Did you have a sitting with Guzik? ” Upon my answer- 
ing in the affirmative, she gave us an account of a sitting with Guzik 
that her husband had had some time previously. She declared that 
Guzik had been detected using his feet. In a letter to me she writes: 
“My husband tells me that he had a sitting with this medium in War- 
saw in 1915. During that sitting, it was arranged that there should 
be a small light burning in the room. A table napkin was put on the 
floor and Guzik said that ‘it will fly over the table,’ but as it was 
rather far from him, my husband saw him trying to get it nearer with 
his foot. He did not succeed and had to abandon his efforts. He 
tried many other stunts of that kind, but owing to the burning light 
he did not succeed with any of them. Finally, he produced phosphor- 
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escent lights, which were obviously phosphorus on the tips of his 
fingers. After that, he said he was not in the mood to continue, and 
the sitting was over.” 

I wish to make it clear that the above report of my sittings with 
Jean Guzik represents my impressions at the time of the séances, 
Were I to have a serious of sittings, under proper conditions, I might 
perhaps be convinced that Guzik possesses all the psychic power as- 
cribed to him. If he is genuine, he is unfair to himself in giving five 
sittings per day. He is equally unfair in permitting such inadequate 
control of himself. I understand that in Paris the medium was un- 
dressed and subjected to a thorough fore-control, and that the control 
during the sittings was of the severest nature. At the two sittings 
I attended the control was a joke, considering that they were held in 
total darkness. I can hardly imagine men like Sir Oliver Lodge and 
Professor Richet being convinced (as it is stated they were), by phe- 
nomena similar to the unconvincing effects I witnessed. If Guzik can 
produce at the Institut Métapsychique phenomena which are absolutely 
above suspicion when the control is “ perfect,” as we are told it was, 
why do the phenomena witnessed among his friends come in such 
“ questionable shapes ” when the conditions are lax and of his own 
choosing? If the safeguards against fraud were so good in Paris, 
why are they so bad in Warsaw? 


GUZIK AND HIS PHENOMENA 


BY SIR OLIVER LODGE 


To THe Epiror or Lieut. Oct. 6. Sir:—In justice to my friend, 
Dr. Geley, who has had several months’ experience with Guzik under 
perfectly controlled conditions at the Institut Métapsychique, I think 
it only fair to say that when his phenomena—which were confessedly 
of a rather low, though in their way interesting, order—occurred 
while I was present in Paris, no question could arise as to whether, 
if the medium had got his hands free, he could or could not have pro- 
duced them; seeing that he and all the other sitters were chained up 
to each other and padlocked. 

It seems useless and unfair to the medium to hold sittings for phy- 
sical phenomena under conditions when doubt could be raised as to 
their possible normal and fraudulent production. This dubious and 
unsatisfactory procedure used to excite the wrath of Eusapia. And 
it must be very unsatisfactory to mediums, when favored with phenom 
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ena beyond control, to have a question subsequently raised about pre- 
cautions for the taking of which the sitters themselves were entirely 
responsible. Conditions ought to be such that if phenomena occur, 
they can be testified to as genuinely supernormal, whatever explanation 
may hereafter be suggested as able to account for them. This cer- 
tainly can only be obtained by a continuous series of studies. But 
in any serious report, of a standing able to be compared with the 
reports of patient and experienced investigators, there ought to be no 
question as to the possibility of the medium’s having introduced ob- 
jects into the séance room, nor as to the adequate control of all those 
who are present. Otherwise doubts about the possibility of fraudulent 
manipulation and confederacy are sure to arise and to confuse the 
issue in a manner which may throw undeserved discredit not only on 
the medium but on all those who have taken pains to observe the things 
properly. Yours faithfully—O.iver Loner. 
28th September, 1923. 


BY DR. GUSTAVE GELEY 


To tHE Epiror or Licut. Ocr. 13. Sir:—It is really extraor- 
dinary to observe that when metapsychic phenomena are in question, 
the most elementary rules of experimentation and scientific discussion 
are set aside. 

Everywhere and always, when scientific experimenters wish to criti- 
cise the researches of others, their first care is to place themselves in 
exactly similar conditions. They then repeat accurately and at length 
the experiments they wish to criticise; and then only do they make 
known their own results and their favorable or unfavorable conclusions. 

In metapsychic matters these universal rules of courtesy and 
exactitude are often forgotten or (unhappily) deliberately set aside. 

Any chance person arrogates to himself the right to disparage and 
traduce long, careful, and conscientious work on the ground of a very 
small number of incomplete, ill-conducted, or avowedly defective trials. 
A Crawford devotes seven years of his life to admirably planned and 
carefully conducted researches which hold a special place in psychic 
mechanics, and will remain classical. Then there steps on the scene 
a “psychologist ” who endeavours to demolish his work on data fur- 
nished by some fifteen séances conducted unmethodically, and advances 
arguments none of which will bear analysis. 

In France, a campaign of abuse and falsehoods is opened against 
metapsychic studies, and is maintained in the public prints for months 
—its whole foundation being thirteen abortive séances at the Sorbonne, 
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To reply to these attacks a very long series of demontrations was 
given at the Metapsychic Institute under conditions of the severest 
control. Thirty-four distinguished persons in Paris, nearly all en- 
tirely sceptical, among whom were members of the French Academy, 
of the Academy of Sciences, and the Academy of Medicine, doctors of 
Medicine and of Law, also police experts, affirmed, after long and 
minute investigation, their certitude of the genuineness of the ecto- 
plasmic and telekinetic phenomena obtained with Jean Guzik. 

Then Mr. Price “ butts in.” He questions the deliberate affirma- 
tion of the “ little group of Continental savants,” as he calls them, on 
the strength of two séances held at Warsaw! T'wo séances! 

Has he surprised the medium in flagrante delicto of fraud? Not 
at all. He simply swpposes trickery and explains at length how the 
medium might have frauded; but he does not bring the slightest proof 
that anything of the sort actually took place. 

Did Mr. Price endeavour to put in practice the rigorous methods 
of control applied in Paris? By no means—he did not use a single one 
of the precautions detailed in our documentation of the experiments 
with Jean Guzik. 

He may excuse himself by saying that he was not himself directing 
the séances, and that if the control was defective, that was not his 
fault. Doubtless! but in that case no rational conclusions can be 
drawn from two badly-conducted séances; nor, a fortiori, should sus- 
picion be cast on a medium who was perhaps perfectly innocent and 
not responsible for defects in the conditions of control. (I must here 
observe, parenthetically, that Mr. Price is said to have expressed to 
his collaborators in the two Warsaw séances a quite different opinion 
than that which he puts forward in Light of September 29th. I am 
told that he pretended (affectait) enthusiastic conviction.) 

For the benefit of the readers of Light, I may mention that my 
own certainty, affirmed at the Congress, rests on more than one hun- 
dred and fifty experiments giving positive results, of which eighty were 
made in Paris under the extremely rigorous conditions of control that 
I fully described. 

Before making known the conclusions arrived at, and before pub- 
lishing my impressions on this medium, I waited three years for the 
fmal completion of these studies. 


I should like to stop here; but it is a duty in the interest of truth} 


to lay stress on some extraordinary points in Mr. Price’s article. For 
the first time in the history of psychic science, a Congress has received 
official recognition. It took place in the Senate House of the Univer: 


sity of Warsaw, in presence of its most distinguished professors. It 
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was opened by three inaugural speeches—by the Minister of Public 
Instruction, by the Minister of Public Health, and by the Rector of 
the University. The scientific tone of the papers read was appreciated 
by all. The excellent arrangements of the Polish Committee and the 
accounts of well-conducted experiments (which will be detailed else- 
where), the high tone of the debates, all made the Congress a complete 
success. The Congress is an unforgettable landmark in the progress 
of the science for which we stand, and almost marks an era in its 
history. 

The Polish Press, and several foreign newspapers of high standing, 
give detailed and laudatory reports of the proceedings. One only 
exception is the journal that publishes some defamatory paragraphs. 

What is Mr. Price’s action? Out from all others he selects this hos- 
tile Journal, and cites it with approval. 

The witnesses to Guzik in Warsaw are to be counted by hundreds, 
most of them competent and honorable persons; among them are pro- 
fessors, doctors, Polish notables, and officers of all nations. Mr. Price 
neglects all these witnesses, and quotes a hare-brained person who is 
certain that he saw Guzik tricking . . . with an umbrella (!); he 
solemnly cites this asininity along with an equally competent piece of 
evidence—that of an old lady who knew that the lights produced were 
“obviously ” phosphorus on the medium’s fingers! Is it necessary to 
say more? 

Students of metapsychics will be grateful to Light for having 
given a place to Mr. Price’s article. They will now be under no illu- 
sions as to the psychology of this “ investigator,” of whom the least 
that can be said is that he acts with extraordinary levity. 


BY HARRY PRICE 


To THe Epiror or Licut. Sir:—In commenting upon my paper 
on Jean Guzik, Sir Oliver Lodge commences his letter: “ In justice to 
my friend, Dr. Geley,” etc., but I have never criticised Dr. Geley and 
my article has nothing whatever to do with him or his work. Dr. 
Geley’s name crept into my article only because of the extract from 
the “ Rzecpospolita,” the editor of which did criticise Dr. Geley. Be- 
cause Guzik produced perfect phenomena at the Institut Métapsy- 
chique under ideal conditions is no reason why he should not produce 
questionable phenomena (to order, five times per day) at other times 
and places. 

Sir Oliver Lodge says it is “ useless and unfair ” to hold sittings 
under unsatisfactory conditions, and then criticise them afterwards. 


| 
) 
+ 





116 GUZIK AND HIS PHENOMENA 


He continues: “Conditions ought to be such,” etc. True, but they 
were not. Guzik removed the luminous buttons supplied by Professor 
Alrutz, and resented my leg control. It was a case of having sittings 
under Guzik’s conditions or none at all. I chose the former alternative, 
As a matter of fact, after I left Warsaw, some of the sitters at the 
séances I attended had three sittings with Guzik at which Dr. Geley 
was present. I understand that the control was stiffened up consid- 
erably, but no phenomena were produced; the sittings were purely 
negative. 

The “chain and padlock ” control is spectacular but not particu- 
larly convincing. There are simpler and more effectual methods of 
controlling a medium. By the way, Sir Oliver Lodge does not state 
if the feet of the medium and sitters were controlled in the same way. 

I reiterate that I had not the slightest intention of criticising Dr. 
Geley’s experiments with Guzik; the fact that I was not present would 
in any case prevent me from doing this. I accept Dr. Geley’s state 
ment that he witnessed absolutely genuine phenomena and that the 
controlling methods were perfect. I have a great respect for the work 
done at the Institut Métapsychique and consider the laboratory there 
the finest I have ever examined. 

Octoser 5th, 1923. 


BY STANLEY DE BRATH 


There is one aspect of the matter that deserves special notice. 
Mr. Price says in one of his letters, that Guzik was giving five séances 
daily in Warsaw at high fees. The number of séances may have 
been, and probably was, undertaken to comply with the request of 
the Warsaw Committee that he would satisfy as many of the visitors 
as possible; but Guzik, who speaks only Polish and Russian, has placed 
himself in the hands of a manager, who has asked very high fees for 
séances in England in addition to all travelling expenses. 

Guzik himself asked very moderate fees in Paris and the Director 
of the Metapsychic Institute bears witness that he has there givel 
every proof of honesty, that “ he is a man who earns his living loyally 
and does not specialize upon his gifts.” 

This commercialism by which mediums are exploited is a slippery 
path on which mediums have often come to grief. Powers fail, and ar 
then supplemented by trickery ; perhaps only once or twice. The fraud 
is found out, the medium is discredited and it is assumed by sceptics 
that he has always been fraudulent. The most careful experiments ar 
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discredited along with him. The whole phenomena are assumed to be 
trickery; the movement fails of its object and the Nemesis of lying and 
greed overtakes the work. 

The remedy lies with experimenters, who should refuse all extrava- 
gant demands by whomsoever made, and should ensure such conditions 
of control that fraud is physically impossible. Drs. Geley and Neu- 
mann have already put on record that Guzik is perfectly willing to 
conform to both conditions. 

I see no evidence in Mr. Price’s letter that Guzik did trick on the 
two occasions mentioned, but the conditions were such that trickery 
was possible, and, as Sir Oliver Lodge points out, this should never be 
the case at any séances that are held for purposes of investigation or 
to convince sceptics. Commercialism is the very reverse of spirituality ; 
it is fatal to the character of the medium, to the retention of his powers 
and to the whole value of the movement. Sooner or later trickery is 
exposed, and the uninstructed public jumps to the conclusions that we 
have so often seen in print, “that when the control is severe enough 
to preclude fraud, no phenomena at all occur.” 


Oct. 5th and Dec. 7th, 1923. 


BY “ LIEUTENANT-COLONEL ” 


To THe Epiror or Licut. Srr:—TI regret the latter part of Dr. 
Geley’s letter, which is, I am sure, written under a misapprehension, 
which on one will regret more than himself. 

Mr. Price is a conjurer and investigator of considerable experience, 
and, as he would be the first to admit, commenced his investigations 
with the opinion that the whole subject of psychic phenomena was 
suspect. But being an honest man, and having met with evidence 
which he could not explain by norma! methods, he has altered his 
opinions. 

Without claiming him as a convinced Spiritualist, I can say that 
he accepts the theory as a reasonable working hypothesis, and is now 
making his investigations accordingly. 

It is well known that physical mediums require careful control, if 
only as protection from their subconscious selves, and Mr. Price’s in- 
tention is to obtain unanswerable evidence, not on the lines of rebuttal. 

I can speak with authority, as I know Mr. Price personally, while 
I'am sure the readers of Light will acquit me of any suspicion of 


Playing into the hands of “the enemy,” or of any bias against the 
subject. 
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Dr. Geley is asked to remember that he commenced investigation 
with sceptical inclination, and I am sure he would be the last to desire 
to damp the honest investigation of another man. 

Light, Ocr. 20 (?), 1923. 


BY HARRY PRICE 


To THe Epiror or Licut. Sir:—I am glad that my article on 
Jean Guzik has impressed Dr. Geley, in spite of the fact that it has 
nothing at all to do with him or his methods, or any experiments he 
may have made with Guzik or any other medium. 

But, before the Doctor rushed into print - ith a brusquerie which 
is quite uncalled for, he should have made certain that he had before 
him an accurate translation of my paper. In an investigator of Dr. 
Geley’s standing, accuracy is of paramount importance. He is as 
unfortunate in his translator of my article as he was when he criticised 
the S. P. R. report on Eva C. 

The Doctor says: “ Then Mr. Price ‘ butts in.” (I wonder what 
his original French is for this phrase.) “‘ He questions the deliberate 
affirmation of ‘ the little group of Continental savants,’” etc. I said 
nothing of the kind. If Dr. Geley will have my opening paragraphs 
re-translated, he will find that what I said was: “ But it was painfully 
obvious that they [The Polish Committee] were being led by the noses 
by a little group of Continental savants who did pretty well as they 
pleased with the Congress.” Now, this is a most ridiculous blunder, 
and I sincerely hope that this peculiar way of dealing with facts 1s 
not indicative of the Doctor’s methods in psychical research. 

The Doctor continues: “ Mr. Price is said to have expressed to 
his collaborators in the two Warsaw séances a quite different opinion,” 
etc. But my collaborators in the two séances were Miss Walker, Pro- 
fessor Alrutz and Mr. Dingwall only, and I immediately expressed my 
doubts to them, in the identical words used in my article. 

The Doctor takes me to task for quoting the “ Rzecpospolita” 
and not one of the “laudatory reports.” But I did not travel over 
two thousand miles to Warsaw and back to see “laudatory reports.” 
I was in Warsaw in quest of facts. In any case, I had no choice in 
the matter, as I believe I am right in saying that the “ Rzecpospolita” 
was the only paper which published a detailed account of a sitting 
with Guzik. The Doctor, in speaking of the writer, says: “ This 
‘hare-brained person’ (an editor of the paper! ), was certain that 
he saw Guzik tricking with an umbrella.” But the “ hare-brained 
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person” did more; he took the umbrella away from him—an action 
which reduces his “ asininity ” considerably! Does Dr. Geley suggest 
that M. Dabrowski, the editor in question, is not telling the truth? 

Dr. Geley criticises the statement of an “ old lady” (as a matter 
of fact, quite a young lady; where does the Doctor get his “ facts ” 
from? ), who knew that the little lights were “ obviously ” phosphorus. 
But it was the lady’s husband who had the sitting and saw the lights ; 
and it was he who also saw Guzik using his feet in trying to get a 
handkerchief off the floor on to the table. Does Dr. Geley suggest 
that the son-in-law of Count Perovsky (so well known in psychical 
research), is also telling falsehoods? 

I should like to stop here; but I really must impress upon my 
critic the fact that my paper dealt with Jean Guzik and not with Dr. 
Geley. Whether I am a “ psychologist,” “ investigator,” etc., (with, 
or without, inverted commas), I trust I have a reasonable amount of 
that most uncommon commodity ; viz., common sense. 


Light, Nov. 8, 1923. 


BY STANLEY DE BRATH 


To THE Eprror or Licut. Nov. 3. Srir:—TI rather expected that 
Mr. Price would be angry and that personalities might obscure the 
main points. These are two—that once a fact has been experimentally 
established, fresh criticism should start from that basis, whether pre- 
vious experimental work is mentioned or not. Records of imperfect 
experiments confuse the issue. (2) Mediums are defenceless people. 
It is therefore all the more obligatory not to accuse them of fraud 
without positive proof. Dr. Geley writes :— 

“T have no shadow of hostility to Mr. Price, and I should have 
sent no protest to Light, had I only been concerned. There are, how- 
ever, two questions involved: (1) of principle, and (2) of justice to 
Guzik. 


“ As to the first: It is essential that metapsychic science should be 


_ treated exactly as other sciences are treated. It is a breach of scien- 


tific etiquette that admittedly imperfect and defective experiments 
should be sent for publication in contravention of sustained and precise 
experimental results. 

“As to the second: Guzik has always behaved honestly with us. 
He is a respectable man who has brought up five children and given 
them a social position superior to his own. One of them is an officer. 


It is unfair that fraud should be attributed to him without any sort 
of proof. 
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“ All students of this science, especially those who are aware of its 
high moral and social purposes, should unite and prevent the recur- 
rence of such insinuations. 

“There are not two logical methods, one for psychic, and one for 
physical science—not two codes of morality, one for general use, and 
another for poor mediums who are dragged in the mire on its slightest 
suspicion, even if traps are not laid for them. 

“It is, I repeat, my only wish that the same codes of logical 
reasoning and scientific courtesy should be observed in this subject 
just as they are de rigueur in all other branches of science.” 

So writes Dr. Geley, and I may add that my own feeling is pre 
cisely the same. 


THE WORLD THROUGH THE LOOKING-GLASS 
—THE ENCHANTED BOUNDARY 


BY GUSTAVE GELEY, M.D. 
Licut, Novemser 10 


In the April issue of Psyche (1923) Mr. Walter F. Prince wrote, 
under the title “ The Enchanted Boundary,” a satirical parallel be 
tween the fabled frontier on crossing which the invader’s arms turned 
to reeds, and the paralysis of logic that besets critics of the super- 
normal. An able summary of the examples held up by Mr. Prince was 
made by M. Fortuny for the May-June number of the Revue Méta- 
psychique. 

The article shows by numerous examples, how men of high standing 
in science, accustomed to observe and interpret facts, seem to lose their 
logical faculty and power of judgment as soon as they touch meta- 
psychic studies. As soon as they cross the frontiers of that mysterious 
domain they seem to fall under an evil spell. Whether they enter on 
theoretical criticism or attempt experiment, they act contrary to all the 
rules held obligatory in all other branches of science. They behave as 
if they were in Alice’s Wonderland: Left becomes right, and right, left. 

This extraordinary illusion falls in some degree, not only on those 
that are new to our studies, but even on some students of them. Un- 
fortunately these errors do not only affect those who make them, but 
are a permanent set-back to the progress of metapsychic science. 

I would therefore ask permission to put our friends on their guard 
against some of the misrepresentations and mirages which distort the 
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subject. I do not claim to point out all the faults in logic which 

paralyse these studies ; I will merely mention the chief of these. They 

are four in number. 

(1) The proof of reality or non-reality of a metapsychic fact is not 
treated by the logical and rational methods which govern all 
other departments of knowledge. 

Many experimenters transgress, either by over-confidence or over- 
scepticism. Both fail in keeping the just mean. The former class are 
not very interesting; and I have already commented on these in my 
article on pseudo-materialisations and pseudo-mediums in the Reoue 
for January-February, 1921. I will here only ask the over-credulous 
to observe that they are not fully aware of the gravity of their illogical 
procedure. In uncontrolled séances, mediums, even when they do not 
trick, have objectionable habits. Under these circumstances they are 
led almost irresistibly to fraud, (conscious or subconscious), if only 
by the line of least resistance. Imperfect control is an incitement to 
trickery. It is therefore axiomatic for all who understand the matter 
that when a medium tricks, responsibility lies with the experimenters 
who made this possible. 

Ultra-scepticism is nearly as misleading as over-confidence, for it 
tends to paralyse research and to sterilise experiment. The over- 
sceptical of whom I am speaking are not the hardened opponents of our 
studies; they are those who know that the phenomena are real, but 
nevertheless push distrust to an absurdity and constantly disregard 
evidence. 

For instance: A distinguished physician who had noted the report 
of the thirty-four eminent men who had testified to the reality of 
Guzik’s phenomena, came to me and said, “I have read that report 
carefully ; it is certain that the medium did not trick with his hands. 
But I think that he did everything with his feet.” 

I merely said, “ Will you please state your objection more fully.” 

“ Well,” he said, “ Guzik has prehensile toes. He starts by freeing 
one of his legs, by making both the controllers hold the same leg. He 
skilfully takes off his socks, pushes away his chair, maintaining himself 
in position by his fore-arms resting on the table. He projects his leg 
backwards, seizes things with his foot, displaces them, and throws them 
on the table. 

“ All his touches are produced in this manner. For the lights, his 
toes are smeared with zinc-sulphide. He brings his leg forward, passes 
it over the arms of the controllers, and moves his luminous toes to 
right, to left, and upward,..... P 

It was useless to demonstrate the flagrant difficulty or even the 
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impossibility of such manceuvres; the absolute immobility of Guzik; 
the cases of furniture dragged two and one-half yards from their 
places, heavy arm-chairs taken over the heads of the experimenters and 
placed on the table; lights moving very high and far distant from the 
medium; perfectly clear materialisations of hands, etc. I could not 
convince him; his mind was made up. This doctor who is full of good 
sense in his professional work and in ordinary affairs, admits the 
reality of telekinesis and ectoplasm. He has made experiments with 
Eusapia which have convinced him. But if at that time his reason 
bowed to the facts, his mentality is unchanged; it is that of a system- 
atic opponent, as it was before. 

Another instance is supplied by the vogue of the “ regurgitation- 
theory ” invoked to account for the phenomena with Eva C. This 
theory has been ten times disproved, but is constantly brought up 
again, both by opponents and by some of our over-sceptical friends. 
If the latter observe facts inexplicable on that theory, they do not 
therefore renounce it: they pass over the facts in silence, or coolly say 
that they do not count. As between the over-credulous and the ultra- 
sceptical, it is difficult to say which are the more illogical and un- 
scientific. 

(2) Criticism on published experiments disregards the ordinary cri- 
teria which regulate estimates of value in other scientific work. 

This fault in logic is even more frequent than the preceding, and 
its results are more serious. Let us recall the usual rules that obtain 
everywhere and lead to general acceptance of a new fact. 

(a) Experiments are repeated, multiplied, and varied. 

(b) Only results guaranteed by minute and prolonged experiment 
are taken into consideration, especially for publication. 

(c) When it is desired to check experiments by others, it is held 
necessary to reproduce the conditions exactly and repeat the experi- 
ment with the same care, before making known the result. 

(d) The greatest attention is paid to work done under the above 
conditions ; hasty publication of superficial work is received with con- 
tempt. 

This being admitted, let us consider what happens almost daily 
(unfortunately) in metapsychic matters. 

The elementary and primary rules are not only neglected, but the 
critics go off full-cry on a back-scent. Some take hold of doubtful 
experiments and hasten to publish valueless observations. Others criti- 
cise the work of their predecessors at random, and endeavor, on the 
strength of a very small number of ill-conducted and unmethodical 
séances, and by experiments that do not form part of a series, to dis- 
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credit long and careful work—the result, often, of many years’ re- 

search and infinite pains. 

There is no parallel to the levity with which such long and con- 
scientious work is treated, not only by ignorant critics, but also by 
inconsequent researchers. There seems to be a lamentable tendency, 
irresistible by some men and some groups, to attach value only to 
their own researches. Quite sincerely, and with a candor that is at 
once comical and distressing, they think nothing sound that does not 
bear their signature and trade-mark! 

But, I shall be told, this illogical procedure is not peculiar to meta- 
psychic science. It is found everywhere. 

That is so, but not so frequently or with the same ingenuity. In 
other matters, these errors appear as negligible exceptions: in our 
studies they are every-day occurrences. They are so frequent as to 
be the rule, and provoke neither shame not reprobation. They are 
indeed, the reproach of the new science. 

(3) The judgments passed on mediums and experimenters do not 
comply with the elementary rules of justice and common sense. 

The levity with which accusations of fraud are made against me- 
diums passes all bounds of decency. I do not quote instances in this, 
or in the preceding cases, because I wish to abstain from any personal 
references. In metapsychic matters the first rule of justice is set at 
nought—the onus probandi lies not on the accuser but on the accused. 

Ill-will and ineptitude have free play; an honest medium is dis- 
honoured without scruple on the slightest suspicion, even if traps are 
not set for him. Mere suspicion stands for proof,—“ The medium, 
strictly speaking might have cheated. It has not been proved that he 
did not. Therefore he did cheat.” 

This sophistry is involved in nine-tenths of the accusations, not 
only by opponents, but even by researchers. And then they are aston- 
ished at the difficulty of finding mediums! 

As to the judgments passed on experimenters it is better to keep 
silence. 

(4) Men of science who opproach this subject for the first time, take 
no account of the work done by their predecessors, but consider 
it null and void. 

This is the most serious of all, for its consequences are the most 
disastrous. In no other branch of science has this ever been done. 
Everywhere and always, when new facts are in question, the man of 
science begins by acquainting himself thoroughly with what has pre- 
viously been done. If he wishes to experiment, he undergoes a regular 
apprenticeship guided by previous work. 
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In this upside-down region of metapsychics the procedure is quite 
different. Researchers begin by not wishing to learn anything, but 
only anxious to disparage. Not only do they ignore the work of 
previous experimenters, but they pointedly exclude such work. The 
inevitable result is loss of time in endless gropings. 

With the intention of preventing the continuance of this error, the 
Warsaw Congress voted unanimously: 

* Metapsychists are earnestly requested not to consent to assist- 
ance by their mediums at any séances for scientific demonstrations 
except on the condition (to be made a sine qué non) that the séances 
are directed by a competent experimentalist.” 

Let us hope that this recommendation will not have been made in 
vain; and that metapsychic studies may cease to be pursued under 
reverse conditions from those of normal science. 

It is up to students in this subject to be remorseless against the 
violation of the rules of logic and good sense which are de rigueur and 
universally followed elsewhere. And in this they should be supported 
by their Press. 


BY W. NEUMANN, M.D., OF BADEN BADEN 
TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN. Licut, Nov. 17 


Sir :—As Mr. Price mentions me as a witness in his article on the 
Warsaw medium, Jean Guzik, I beg you to allow me to place some of 
his statements in a clearer light. I have had six sittings in all with 
Guzik, generally in company with my friend, Dr. William MacKenzie, 
of Genoa, and controlled him in the strictest way. Thereat the con- 
trol was flawless. From the various sittings I formed the following 
picture of him. 

The medium, Jean Guzik, works in complete darkness of the séance- 
room. This darkness, was, as several experimenters and the medium 
himself inform me, not at first necessary. Guzik worked for years 
under various conditions of lighting. As however he falls into trance 
quicker in darkness, the appearances described below come more 
quickly, and the luminous phenomena can be better observed; and as 
in the course of years his trustworthiness has convinced all persons, 
the lighting conditions have been adopted for the sake of convenience. 
Guzik is a very pleasing medium; he has no hysterical mannerisms; 
he willingly consents to all proposals; needs no dark cabinet, and falls 
into trance in any strange room. 








Oo Ss > S&S es Ss DY S&S SS Hh A ht CUCU 


— 


Zs 


® Orme 6&6Cose8 


orc 


a woof @ 


orm oc ww 


Qo 


° 








2 we OO CU 


oR 


rs 
ce 


re 





THE WORLD THROUGH THE LOOKING-GLASS 125 


His control is therefore a simple matter. He is seated between two 
participants (usually the most sceptical are selected) and his hands 
are held fast according to special measures of precaution. He also 
permits himself to be tightly bound. His arms above and below the 
elbows, his legs and feet, as well as all the upper part of his body, are 
so tightly confined between the two sitters that the medium can make 
no movement unperceived. He makes no movement with his limbs, and 
always breathes deeply and quietly; only when the phenomena are par- 
ticularly powerful, the upper portion of his arms and trunk shudder 
slightly. Whoever has worked with Guzik soon perceives that he does 
not cheat. He could not, if he so desired, so closely is he penned in 
by the two persons controlling him. Nor can he make use of any 
accomplice. We have searched the séance-room in advance throughout, 
all entrances thereto are locked; we have the keys in our pockets. 
Moreover we can take Guzik to any place desired and into any room 
of an hotel; his mediumship works everywhere with equal certitude. 

When I came to the sitting on the evening described by Mr. Price, 
I at once perceived that the persons who were present had not brought 
with them the conditions necessary for a mediumistic sitting. 

They had not the least knowledge of what is called “a psychic 
atmosphere.” It is strange that so many otherwise very able psy- 
chological experimenters should have no conception of the prerequisite 
of “ atmosphere ” for such experiments. No physician would operate 
or endeavor to hypnotise a patient in a noisy warehouse. In every 
modern operating-room everything is avoided that might excite the 
patient: a calm atmosphere is established, in which the process of the 
operation can develop more quickly and better than if disquiet, doubt, 
and a hostile mood prevail. It is the same with the medium. One 
therefore cannot expect success from a man who is entranced or under 
the strain of a painful feeling that from all sides he is looked upon as 
a cheat, or when the conditions exacted, strange to him, disquiet him 
and cause him discomfort. This is as unpsychological as anything can 
be, and I was often amazed when I saw in what a rough and unintelli- 
gent manner the medium was physically handled. That is where the 
skill of really good experimenters comes in; apparently to leave the 
medium his free-will, but to direct, and control so strictly that trick- 
ery is shut out, or that if it occurs it must be immediately apparent. 
High intelligence, infinite patience, and much tact (in the widest sense 
of the word) are required in order successfully to undertake para- 
psychic researches. One may have the greatest doubt of the me- 
dium, but one must understand how to win his confidence. He who 
can do this will experience genuine para-psychic phenomena, as I 
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have experienced them. Mediumistic experimentation is perhaps the 
most delicate of all psychological researches. The medium in a state of 
trance is (psychologically speaking) similar to a dreaming sleeper or 
to an artist in an ecstatic state. There is an inward relationship 
between trance, dreaming slumber, and artistic ecstasy. Neither a 
medium, nor a dreamer, nor an artist can be handled like a candidate 
at an examination. 

On the evening in question, I saw, as soon as I came to our hostess, 
Mme. Wodzinska, that those who were to take part in the sitting were 
not able to establish a psychic atmosphere. There were electrical 
apparatus, an enormous percussion-hammer, an algesimeter, and simi- 
lar instruments which interested the medium and thus disturbed his 
passivity, even though he might not himself be conscious of this inward 
disturbance. Then, since after some twenty minutes the medium was 
not sleeping, J myself made the proposal that some of the sitters should 
leave the room, for clearly I saw that we were too many. The guides 
did not give the order that Miss Walker, Professor Alrutz and Mr. 
Dingwall should leave, but I requested it, for I had insight enough not 
to demand the impossible from the medium. The sitting itself is cor- 
rectly described in essentials, by Mr. Price, but he misconceives certain 
particulars: 

I. Guzik’s manager, Mr. Jelski, protects the medium on the sole 
ground that Guzik can speak only Polish and Russian. As I myself 
have some slight knowledge of Russian and can grasp the principal 
points in Polish, I am sure that during the sitting there were no pre- 
concerted arrangements between the medium and any one present. 

II. I satisfied myself that the supervision that Herr Griinewald 
exercised was perfect. He held both the arms of our hostess and the 
medium’s right hand. When I was in his place at another sitting I 
also touched the foot of the medium with my foot. 

III. Whenever I was controlling Guzik, I distinctly felt his leg 
and foot. He has never made the slightest suspicious movement. 

IV. Mr. Price must have observed, as did all other participators 
in the sitting, that the phosphorescent lights before they came within 
the circle of the sitters swept so high that no hand could have reached 
them. 

It would take us too far to set right all the inaccuracies in Mr. 
Price’s report. Had he followed the sitting with the severe and closely 
critical observation that I have done, he would have been convinced of 
the genuineness of Guzik’s phenomena. Strange to say, he assured me 
at the end of the sitting that he was fully convinced that he had before 
him in Guzik a very powerful medium. It is rather superfluous that 
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Mr. Price should be at pains to imagine how such metapsychic phe- 
nomena can be imitated by conjuring tricks. It would be much better 
that he should use time and meditation in order to explain these re- 
markable phenomena. ‘There can be no doubt that Jean Guzik is an 
honest and very powerful medium. 


MR. HARRY PRICE’S REPLY 


To tHe Epiror or Licut. Nov. 17. Si:—Having been per- 
mitted to peruse Dr. Neumann’s letter (above), I should like to say 
a few words in reply. 

I did not cite Dr. Neumann as a “ witness.” I studiously avoided 
mentioning his name in my article, except to refer to the fact that he 
was present at one sitting. But as the Doctor has challenged my 
opinion of himself as a sitter (in other words, “ butted in,” as Dr. 
Geley would say), I am compelled to record the fact that I regarded 
him at the time as an emotional and credulous observer. It was he 
who asked me if I did not hear the “ beautiful strains ” coming from 
the locked piano, whereas I could not hear a note, though I have 
exceptionally acute hearing. It was the Doctor who saw the “ spirit ” 
lights “ all over the room,” though I could see two only just over the 
medium’s head. It was Dr. Neumann who expressed his delight at the 
“beautiful furry dog with the life-like bark ” that was supposed to be 
running around the table, whereas all I could feel was something like 
an ox bladder, accompanied by a yowl from the direction of the 
medium. 

Dr. Neumann states that the control of Guzik was “ simplicity 
itself.” It was, indeed; it was much too simple; and although the 
medium may “ agree to all proposals,” he takes the first opportunity 
of getting rid of them. It was because of this that Professor Alrutz, 
with his luminous buttons, “ percussion hammer,” algometer, and other 
“proposals ” was unceremoniously removed from our first sitting. My 
article states that our hostess informed us that the Professor and Mr. 
Dingwall were considered “too critical.” I cannot agree that the 
most sceptical sitters are chosen for controlling the medium; at our 
first sitting, the least sceptical were chosen. The ligatures mentioned 
by my critic were not even suggested at our sittings, where the pre- 
scribed control was lax in the extreme. The medium was not “ tightly 
pressed ” or “ wedged ” between the sitters; on both occasions he had 
an entire side of the table to himself. 

Dr. Neumann asserts that he noticed at once, when he arrived at 
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the séance, that the other sitters had not brought with them the neces- 
sary “ psychic atmosphere,” and the Doctor states that he was instru- 
mental in sending some of them home again. His analogy to the 
surgeon and the operation is ridiculous, because no medical man would 
perform an operation in total darkness, however much the “ soothing 
atmosphere” was apparent in his helpers. And if Dr. Neumann is so 
clever that he can sense at once whether a sitter has—or has not— 
brought a suitable “ atmosphere” with him, why was I allowed to 
remain at the sitting, whilst Miss Walker, Professor Alrutz and Mr. 
Dingwall were sent empty away? The fact that the phenomena com- 
menced directly my friends left the premises proves that the correct 
* atmosphere ” was then present; why, then, were the phenomena so 
unconvincing? 

The “ gigantic percussion hammer ” brought by Professor Alrut 
sounds extraordinarily alarming, and I can imagine the readers of 
Light visualizing the machine as a cross between a steam-hammer and 
a howitzer, or something equally deadly. The “ gigantic” hammer 
was a silver-plated affair (similar to those used by confectioners for 
breaking toffee), about nine inches long, with an india-rubber head, 
and which was kept in the Professor’s breast pocket. The “ hammer” 
was used for gently tapping the medium’s limbs when the Professor 
was making some experiments in the reflex action of the nerves. There 
is nothing “ gigantic ” about this story, except Dr. Neumann’s version 
of it. 

The “ algesimeter ” (algometer), in spite of its name, 13 quite harm- 
less and consists merely of a fine needle controlled by a light spring, 
which is applied to the epidermis to test a person’s sensitiveness to 
pain. The “ electrical appliances ” were brought by Herr Griinewald, 
but were not used in my presence. 

Dr. Neumann says: “I have convinced myself that the supercor- 
trol exercised by Herr Griinewald was faultless. He held both hands 
of our hostess and the right hand of the medium.” ‘This is a most 
extraordinary assertion, as the sitting was held in total darkness, ant 
Herr Griinewald was seated at the side of the table opposite to Dr 
Neumann. Assuming that Herr Griinewald was really controlling 
“both hands of our hostess and the right hand of the medium,” what 
was happening to the left hand of Guzik’s manager, M. Jelski? This 
hand must have been free all the time, though Herr Griinewald was 
supposed to be holding it, as he was sitting next to him. Conversely, 
assuming that M. Jelski’s left hand was being held by the right hané 
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dium ” with his left hand only. Such is Dr. Neumann’s conception 
of a “ faultless ” control! 

Dr. Neumann naively informs us that because the lights “ floated 
high up,” no “hand” could have reached them. Has my ingenuous 
critic never heard of such a thing as a reaching rod, supposing Guzik 
wanted to use such an article? As a matter of fact, the lights were 
just over the head of the medium. 

I do not know what “ all the inaccuracies ” are that the Doctor 
mentions, as he has previously told us that I described the sitting 
“quite correctly in essentials.” I cannot believe that I told Dr. Neu- 
mann, that I considered Jean Guzik a “very powerful medium,” as 
I so seldom indulge in sarcasm. The Doctor may be amused at my 
suggested explanation of the “phenomena” we witnessed on that event- 
ful evening in Warsaw; and I cannot do better than to commend to 


him the words of the Roman poet (I think it was Catullus) who said: 
“Risu inepto res ineptior nulla est.” 


SOME EXPERIENCES WITH FOREIGN 
MEDIUMS 


BY MISS N. C. WALKER 
From Licut, NovEMBER 24 


Having recently returned from travels in Poland, Austria, Hun- 
gary, and the Balkans, during which I had sittings with four Polish 
mediums at Warsaw, during the International Congress, and Frau 
Silbert, at Gratz, and with Willy Schneider, at Vienna, it may be of 
interest to your readers to hear my impressions of these mediums and 
their phenomena, only one of whom, Frau Silbert, is known in England, 

I have not yet had the opportunity of reading Mr. Harry Price’s 
account of the séance of Jean Guzik he attended at Warsaw, at which 
Talso was present, and with which no doubt he has fully dealt. I re- 
gret to say that our experiences with this medium were unfortunate, 
and a later sitting I attended, after Mr. Price had left, was still more 
unsatisfactory. The séances were held in complete darkness. There 
vere no test conditions, beyond what was usually a very inadequate con- 
trol, and one could not but notice that when the control was adequate 
no phenomena occurred, and when it was doubtful there was some very 
mediocre phenomena, all of which, with the exception of a light which 
‘ppeared at one sitting up above our heads (seen by Professor Alrutz 
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and myself, but not by Mr. Price nor Mr. Dingwall), occurred only 
within the radius of the medium, and which could have béen produced 
by ordinary means. That Jean Guzik can produce genuine phenomena 
no one who has heard the accounts of them from such a distinguished 
psychic investigator as Dr. Geley can doubt, but that he did not do 
so on the three occasions I sat with him is the conclusion I was forced 
to adopt. 

My experiences with the other Polish mediums, B and J 
and Stanislawa, were, if not very rich in phenomena, much more con- 
vincing. They were held in red light and one felt they were genuine. 
At the sitting with J a small amount of teleplasm appeared, but 
did not form into any shape. 

Stanislawa, who produces telekinetic phenomena and materializa- 
tions, was tied securely to her chair in the cabinet, every knot being 
sealed and found intact at the end. Two wooden stools were moved 
about inside the cabinet, and one held up above the top of the curtain. 
A sheet was thrown over the curtain on the lap of the sitter on my 
right, and there was much rustling of drapery, but the apparitions 
refused to come out, owing to the presence of so many strangers, it 
being a very large circle. 

In the séance with B , a very powerful physical medium, a 
table in the centre of the circle was moved about and climbed onto his 
and other sitters’ knees, and fell outside the circle. A match-box was 
rattled in the air, the electric lamp above our heads was struck, and 
on the light being put on (the sitting being held in darkness) was seen 
to be swinging. Once I distinctly felt something moving across my 
knees. I sat on the medium’s right and kept contact with his right 
hand and foot all the time. 

There is a rich field of psychical research amongst the Polish me- 
diums, and one can only hope that some of them may be induced to 
visit England for investigation. The most interesting phenomen 
I saw, however, were those of two non-professional mediums, Will; 
Schneider, of Vienna, and Frau Silbert, of Gratz; the latter is already 
known to English investigators through her visits to the British Col- 
lege of Psychic Science. With both mediums the conditions are pet 

fect, there being no opportunity, as far as one can see, for deception. 

Willy is now living with Dr. H , of a large asylum outside 
Vienna, and the sitting took place at his house, there being five other 
sitters and myself. We were allowed to search the room beforehand, 4 
large divan being turned up for our inspection, from which afterwards 
cushions were thrown. Willy was controlled by Dr. H and Dr. 




















Oberhuber (who represented Austria at the International Congress): 








lig! 
floc 


pia 
pla 
this 
lift: 
dra 
feet 
cus 
bre 
inte 


pin: 
whi 
thes 
ing, 
gro 
on | 
up, 
onl} 
sus] 
to ] 


ing 
chai 
I he 
may 
to k 


brie: 
sult 
othe 


the - 
shon 
case 


hanc 
the | 





=~ Cw OQ | 


el 
ny 
ght 
ne- 
to 
ena 
illy 
ady 
Yol- 
per: 
jon. 
side 
ther 
d, & 
ards 


ess). 





SOME EXPERIENCES WITH FOREIGN MEDIUMS 1381 


They held both his hands and controlled his feet, and on his wrists and 
ankles were luminous bands, visible throughout the séance. A dim red 
light was burning, sufficient to see the objects which were placed on the 
floor in front of the table, just opposite the sitters. 

Willy goes immediately into trance, and the phenomena began by 
a hand appearing over the table, and then the objects below, a toy 
piano, a tambourine, and clock, were taken underneath, the piano was 
played on, and one could see what appeared to be a hand, or rather a 
thick white joint like a thumb, on each side of the clock as it was 
lifted. One of the sitters put his handkerchief on the floor. This was 
drawn underneath the table, and then thrown on the top of it at his 
feet. There were raps on the picture hanging over the divan, and two 
cushions were thrown at Mrs. H.’s feet. There was usually a cold 
breeze when the objects were being lifted. After about fifteen minutes’ 
interval, we sat again for levitation. 

When in trance the medium himself put on luminous bands, and 
pins round his ankles, wrists, and head, and on his shoulders and arms, 
which made a curious effect in the darkness, which was necessary for 
these phenomena. After a good deal of heavy breathing and groan- 
ing, the levitation began, and he rose to about four feet from the 
ground. Dr. Oberhuber, who held his right hand, Dr. H being 
on his left, told me that when the levitation took place he felt drawn 
up, both he and Dr. H stood on their chairs, and his fingers were 
only lightly touched by the medium, who for a few seconds remained 
suspended without any contact at all, first giving Dr. Oberhuber’s hand 
to Dr. H and then clapping his own. The levitation lasted five 
minutes and was part of the time horizontal; the medium’s body turn- 
ing round to the right. When he descended, he seemed to fall into his 
chair with rather a loud thud, and afterwards was greatly exhausted. 
I have every reason to hope that this extraordinarily gifted medium 
may pay a visit to England next year, when valuable knowledge ought 
to be gained by an investigation into his phenomena. 

Frau Silbert is so well known in London that I will only touch 
briefly on my sitting with her at Gratz, which gave much better re- 
sults than one I had with her last year in England. There were five 
other sitters, and for three of them it was their first séance with her. 

I sat on the medium’s right hand. A light draped in red was over 
the table round which we sat; a light from a neighbouring house also 
shone through the open window. Objects, such as watches, cigarette 
cases, pieces of jewelry, were put under the table, or into the medium’s 
hands, or dropped over my shoulder into my lap. I saw a light under 
the table once; I was repeatedly touched on my feet, legs, and knees ; 
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my pendant was carried from under the table to the back of Frau 
Silbert’s chair, and then put on my knee. A watch belonging to one 
sitter was found engraved with the word “ Nell;” a handkerchief I 
threw under the table during the séance appeared on it, in front of 
me, knotted twice tightly, and inside it a brooch belonging to a sitter; 
but the value of this was destroyed for me by the fact that, just before, 
my right-hand neighbour had been under the table re-arranging some 
of the objects. Though I have no reason to suppose he would knot my 
handkerchief or put his wife’s brooch into it, and I am certain he did 
not, I made a strong mental request to have this phenomenon repeated ; 
again throwing down my handkerchief. In less than three minutes 
Frau Silbert stood up, held out her hands,—and my handkerchief, tied 
in two knots as before with her own ring wedged into one of the knots, 
dropped into them; and at the same time my feet and legs were strongly 
pressed, as much as to say I had received the test I asked for. On 
one occasion a white substance appeared in Frau Silbert’s hands, which 
moved and twisted about as if it were teleplasm. 

I understand that Frau Silbert is to visit the British College again, 
and this should provide an opportunity for those who wish to witness 
such phenomena. 


JEAN GUZIK’S MEDIUMSHIP 


S. DE BRATH, M. INST. C. E. 


Extensive experiments have been made with this medium at War- 
saw and in Paris; and as some suspicion has been cast on his methods 
in an article by Mr. Price, of London, published in Light, Sept. 29th, 
and also sent to us, it seems desirable to furnish some details of the 
control certified by Sir Oliver Lodge and the Paris experimentalists. 

The two séances held by Mr. Price (a) in a lady’s flat, and (b) in 
his hotel bedroom, were held under such defective conditions that they 
cannot be held to prove anything one way or the other, and some of 
his statements are traversed by Dr. Neumann who was also present, 
Light, November 17th. The only passage which calls for comment 
is that in which he asserts definitely that the Polish Committee of 
the Metapsychic Congress recently held at Warsaw, with whom he 
is dissatisfied for “lack of system in the apportionment of their 
favours” were “led by their noses by a small group of Continental 
savants.” 

Dr. Geley has reported on the Congress: (See pages 114-115.) 
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It seems unnecessary to speculate why Dr. Price should have cast 
this slur on two Polish ministers and the Rector of the University. 
It is quite natural that special respect should have been paid to those 
whose long and careful experimentation has made them the first 
authorities on metapsychic science. 

Guzik’s phenomena are those which have long been familiar at 
spiritist séances—Movements of heavy objects without apparent con- 
tact, moving lights, touches, apparitions of faces and hands, and direct 
voices. These have always been received with justifiable suspicion, 
from their non-intellectual type and from the complete darkness in 
which such séances have usually been held. Considered from the purely 
scientific point of view, however, they show volitional direction of very 
considerable power, and are therefore interesting matter for experi- 
ment. 

Darkness being a usual (though according to Dr. Neumann not an 
invariable) condition with this medium, closer control was required 
than in the case of Eva C. and Franek Kluski, both of whom could 
stand a red light giving good visibility. 

Dr. Geley satisfied himself by fifty carefully controlled séances at 
Warsaw that Guzik’s mediumship would repay still more extended 
examination, and accordingly thirty séances were held in Paris in 1922 
and fifty in 1923. 

The very pronounced nature of Guzik’s telekinesis is well shown by 
an account of one of the Polish séances, (reported in full in the Revue 
Métapsychique, for July-August, 1923, page 210). Six persons were 
present in all, including Dr. Geley himself. (See pages 91-92.) 

This description shows the kind of phenomena which were repeated 
in Paris, but the present reference is not to the character of the occur- 
rences, but to their genuineness, and the type of control exercised. 

At the séances specially held in Paris to prove this, attended by 
thirty-five notables in science and letters whose names are given in the 
May-June number of the Revue (mostly entirely sceptical persons), 
controlling conditions were strictly observed. (See pages 84-87.) 

A certificate to that effect was signed by the thirty-five witnesses 
and is published in the Revue article translated above. 

Mr. Price’s suspicions excited by the loose conditions of his two 
séances are quite comprehensible, but the phase of research dependent 
on isolated and ill-controlled séances or single observations has passed 
away. Although experiments in which fraud was physically possible 
could never have carried proof and were rightly discredited, all avail- 
able data were, till lately, of this kind. Under these conditions it was 
not irrelevant to describe defective experiments ; not necessarily to cast 
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suspicion on the medium, but to indicate grounds of scepticism, and to 
show the kind of control that is imperative. 

The position has now changed. With the foundation of the Meta- 
psychic Institute and its perfectly equipped laboratory, directed by 
skilled experimentalists of high scientific standing, the reported re- 
sults have acquired a weight which even those of Sir Wm. Crookes and 
Professor Aksakoff, standing by themselves, had not. The Proceedings 
of the Institute show such flawless detail that sceptics can only remain 
such by closing their eyes to evidence. A failed séance or one in which 
trickery is suspected, is now simply a failure like a defective chemical 
test. The article that precedes this note is a powerful protest against 
unreasoning scepticism on the one hand and loose credulity on the 
other. Its demand that the new science should be treated on the same 
lines of exactitude in experiment and courtesy in criticism as are ob- 
served in all other sciences is one with which every honest truthseeker 
will sympathise. 

I may add that I addresse:! a courteous inquiry to Mr. Price, offer- 
ing, if he wishes to qualify aiy of his statements, to incorporate this 
in my report. In his reply he simply maintains his position as regards 


the Warsaw Congress, but states he had no intention of criticizing 
Dr. Geley’s work. 


NOTE ON SITTINGS WITH JEAN GUZIK 


Light, of December 29th, quotes the London “ Daily Mail” of 
December 21st, as follows: 

Five French Scientists, including M. Langevin, Professor of Phy- 
siology at the College of France, and M. Rabaud, Professor of Biology 
at the Sorbonne University, Paris, who have been conducting a series 
of experiments into the alleged psychic powers of the well-known me 
dium Guzik, have issued a report, according to which all the phenomena 
of levitation (lifting) produced by Guzik were done by movements of 
the medium’s legs and arms. The scientists conducted a number of 
experiments under different conditions, and they state in the report, 
which is published this morning in the “ Matin,” that when a certain 
amount of liberty was left to Guzik, the phenomena were produced. 
The observers were tapped on the shoulder and body, and heavy ob- 
jects, such as tables and chairs, were moved. In each case one of the 
professors was able under the same conditions to reproduce the same 
phenomena, but when steps were taken to secure a scientific and auto- 
matic control of the medium’s limbs there were no psychic manifesta- 
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tions of any kind. The medium, the investigators declare, produced 
his effects by using his elbow to tap the observers, and, by swinging 
one of his legs, he was able to displace objects. 

Light comments upon this: “Without any other data than the above 
report it is of course impossible to conclude definitely that this is 
another case of fraudulent mediumship. We hope to give more detailed 
particulars in the near future.” 





RESEARCH DEPARTMENT 


EDITED BY WALTER F. PRINCE, Pu.D. 


AN EXPERIENCE OF PROFESSOR HEEGARD 


We have received the following communication from a friend and 
print it in the belief that it will be of interest for others. The writer 
is a respected official of high academic rank, of mature experience and 
philosophic trend: by name, Paul Heegard, of Ljan, Norway. 

“T find it necessary to tell that in my youth, at the age of ten 
years, I had a period of grave bodily illness. For some weeks, at that 
time, I suffered under a queer attack of hysteria. One evening, sitting 
on my mother’s knees, she asked me why I trembled. I was not con- 
scious of trembling but as soon as she asked me the question I com- 
menced without willing it, but yet, in a way voluntarily, to tremble. 

“Our old physician, who was consulted regarding this trembling, 
said it was not dangerous and that I should probably have such attacks 
three times a day for a fortnight but by using quinine the trouble 
would finally cease. 

“These words acted upon me as a suggestion and the whole affair 
stands out in my memory as an illness of my will. I well recall that 
the feeling that I was deceiving my mother was very disagreeable to 
me but it was impossible, seemingly, for me to do otherwise. Some- 
thing that was like a stronger will came and forced me to obey the 
suggestion. I soon after regained my bodily health and have had no 
recurrence of the trouble to the present time. 

“T had quite forgotten the whole incident until a short time ago, 
when an experience showed me that in a corner of my soul the dis- 
position to obey suggestion was latent and steady. Thinking, in an 
agnostic way, about the physical phenomena of spiritualism, I had 
promised to assist at some table-tipping séances. The first time | 
went I felt a deep sleepiness stealing over me. The next time I went 
the experience was repeated. As I heard one of the assistants utter 4 
Christian name, which, although not addressed to me, happened to be 
that of a near relative of mine who was deceased, the same state of 
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mind came as when my mother asked me why I trembled. I lost my 
grip on myself. It was impossible for me to resist a will stronger 
than my own. And after the séance I tried to explain to one of the 
other sitters that I had the impression that I had cheated. But I saw 
that it was hopeless to expect an understanding from him. He asserted 
that when a spirit was using me as an instrument I would naturally 
feel exactly as I described. 

“ Of course that hypothesis may be assumed and my experience is, 
therefore, of no scientific value in determining anything about hysteric 
cheating. But what I find it important to declare is that in the fol- 
lowing two weeks I often suffered from attacks of something very like 
temptations to go to new sittings and to cheat there in different and 
refined ways. 

“The burden of this bad inner voice was always: ‘It will make a 
great sensation.’ I had an impression that this voice was from my 
own cleaved personality. But if it were a voice from another world 
it was a bad and disagreeable person I had been in contact with. By 
systematic self discipline I got rid of the influence but I have promised 
myself that I would never again go to such séances. I have a personal 
feeling that there is a difference between the state of mind I have de- 
scribed and that which is produced by praying or religious concen- 
tration—the same difference there is between the state of mind of the 
early Christians and the contemporary Gnostic. I am convinced that 
for me, and probably for many others, there is a great personal peril 
in taking part in perhaps an innocent looking séance.” 


So far as there is evidence in the above narration, its author is 
correct in ascribing his impulsion to cheat to his own subconscious 
self. And he is quite justified in his opinion that it is better for him 
and some other people not to attend séances, particularly for physical 
phenomena. Nor is this fact necessarily an indictment of séances, in 
themselves. Roses are commendable plants in themselves, but some 
persons are reminded by violent sneezing that they would better keep 
away from them. Potatoes are quite reputable, but some people are 
wiser if they leave them alone. There are persons so nervously sus- 
ceptible that they shriek and shudder at the most ordinary and normal 
incidents of a dark circle, and they would better keep away. There are 
those so suggestible that, as Stainton Moses said, a broomstick with a 
nightcap atop is to them the perfect image of their grandmothers. 
These should, but can’t, be kept away. And anyone who has infan- 
tilism lurking in his subconscious mind and urging him so strongly to 
cheat that he is liable to yield, like Mr. Heegard, does well to abstain 
from inciting opportunities. 
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Nor is there any lack of respect to Mr. Heegard in the foregoing 
sentence. We all have infantilisms lurking below the threshold ; though 
we differ as to what they are and as to their potency and the modes 
of their activity. Many persons, hearing so much about the feats of 
which the subconscious mind is capable, suppose it to be a sort of 
near-deity, capable of anything short of complete omniscience, or at 
least a department of the mind superior in all respects and all the 
time to the mentality which is above the threshold. This, I am con- 
vinced, is a gross error. There is nothing in the subconscious which 
did not come from conscious experience (plus, ex hypothesi, telepathy 
from the living and the dead). Whatever we do, see, hear, think, 
adds to the precipitate, so to speak, below the threshold. Thus 
there is conserved in the subconscious region from all our conscious 
activities ; our folly as well as our wisdom, our sinning as well as our 
well-doing, our play as well as our work, our moments of weakness and 
cowardice as well as our periods of strength and valor; and especially 
those tendencies agreeable in one degree or another which we have 
repressed or in general have outgrown. The subconscious is a great 
conservator, arranger, and passer-up of materials to suit at the time 
they are wanted. But just here is the critical point. We are complex 
beings, and often want something which our reason, and perhaps 
our moral sense, declare that we do not want. That is, we have an 
inclination—a quickly suppressed wish. But the subconscious mind is 
like a big, tremendously active child, with no particular independence 
of judgment, but endlessly accommodating in furnishing the help that 
it supposes is wanted. The hint of the consciously rejected wish is 
enough, one that is given the subconscious works in that direction and 
against the conscious determination. Not until the time when there 
comes a feeling of repugnance so strong that it overcomes and stifles 
the tempting feeling, will the latter cease to be the hint upon which 
the subconscious acts. 

Let us illustrate. A certain lady known to me was accustomed to 
be attacked by convulsions which were afterwards cured by treatment 
focussed on something else, because that something was the keystone 
of the convulsions. She was urged to go to a certain Roman Catholic 
church and touch a sacred relic. So far as she consciously knew, she 
was perfectly willing to try the experiment, and to be cured by the 
relic. She went to the church and dutifully touched it; the priest very 
properly said some words in Latin and told her that she would have 
no more convulsions. She went home, and that night had a particularly 
vicious attack. Why? It is necessary to know that the convulsions 
were of mental-emotional origin, and were therefore susceptible to 
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augmentation or diminution from such causes. She had formerly been 
the wife of a Roman Catholic, with whom she lived unhappily. Part 
of their troubles had centered around his religion, since he wanted the 
children brought up in his church, and she wanted them reared Protes- 
tants. Now, when it came to the matter of the relic, whatever her 
reason and her will asserted, there was a secret and quickly-rejected 
disinclination to be cured by anything related to the Roman Catholic 
church. The hint was sufficient to the subconscious. It was as if it 
retorted, “I’ll show you how much you will be cured by your old 
Catholic relic.” And so she suffered from a peculiarly bad attack. 

Another illustration may be given, somewhat different, for it re- 
lates not to auto-suggestion, but to suggestion from another person, 
and shows that the imagination may act as a hint to the subconscious. 
Hang a button to the end of a thread, and provide a glass tumbler. 
Direct someone to take the other end of the thread between his thumb 
and finger, and hold it so that the button will be midway within the 
glass. Now say, “ Hold your hand motionless; nevertheless I will 
make the button swing.” Then quietly begin to repeat, “It is about 
to swing right and left ... It is beginning to swing... It is 
swinging,” etc., and with the great majority of people, after a little 
practice in the art of persuasion, the predicted result will follow, the 
button may be stopped again, caused to swing back to front, etc. 
Here we have a hint conveyed through the imagination to the subcon- 
scious so that it acts upon it and influences the muscles in spite of the 
determination of the conscious will to the contrary. 

Fear, also, often acts as a hint to the subconscious. If there is 
something which really should be feared and fled from the mechanism 
works to advantage, but not otherwise. An amateur on a bicycle, 
afraid that he will run upon a stone, fixes his gaze upon it, and is 
likely to strike it in spite of his efforts at avoidance. I knew a lady 
who was getting automatic writing of an innocent if not particularly 
evidential character, without any threatening cloud on the horizon. 
But a friend felt moved to give her solemn warnings, and told her that 
often there came obscenity and blasphemy, and that she was liable to 
be visited by an evil spirit who would produce such material through 
her. And it happened the very next morning. The fact was that her 
newly roused fear acted as a hint to her subconscious, riveted, so to 
speak, its attention upon the stone. It was as if it said, “ Oh, dear! 
is this the sort of thing that we have got to fear? And this—and 
this? ’, at the same time handing out pieces of literature which for 
scurrility and profanity would have done credit to any devil. 

The reader may note for himself, as we go along, points of contact 
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with Mr. Heegard’s case. If he had laughed at his temptation to 
cheat, instead of being alarmed because of it; if he had openly con- 
fessed the tendency and amused himself by making a psychological 
study of it, he probably would not have been troubled long. For the 
subconscious, like a pettish child, seems to get tired of that superior 
sort of game. When I started to leave off smoking for a month, and 
determined to make a psychological study of my symptoms, insomnia, 
nervousness, irritability, and all the dread signs I had heard of, the 
pleasurable emotion of this task destroyed the symptoms, and I had 
no cravings during the period. But if, instead of leaving the cigars 
in plain sight on my desk, I had hidden them carefully away, it would 
have been a hint to the subconscious that there was something so deli- 
cious that I was afraid to look it in the face, and there would have 
been trouble. 

Probably Mr. Heegard rightly related the later to the former inci- 
dent of his childhood, and there were probably other childhood inci- 
dents of the same character which he has not mentioned. He was a 
neurotic child. The mother’s query why he trembled, with its tone of 
sympathy, was a hint to his subconscious that here was a way to get 
more of the very agreeable maternal care and sympathy. To this was 
added, as outer influences often reinforce inner ones, the physician’s 
hint that the trembling would continue for a time. 

We are told that he trembled “in a way voluntarily.” Yes, be- 
cause the attention he got was so agreeable, but he might not have 
done so but for the force started in the subconscious region. In other 
words, probably the subconscious started him trembling, and he yielded 
to the temptation not to resist. 

We are rightly disposed not to be too severe with the naughtinesses 
of children. .They love to attract attention, they are fond of games, 
many of them have the play-acting instinct, they live to a large extent 
in the world of imagination. When they play tricks and fool their 
elders it is good fun, and seldom seems to them serious until they are 
carefully counselled. Nevertheless, these innocent diversions may have 
serious consequences in later life. 

It is probable that many fraudulent mediums got their first start 
when they were children and fooled their older relatives and friends. 
A good lady told me that her daughter of about ten years was a 
powerful medium; that plates slid across the table when she was near, 
the table itself bounced, and that the girl’s stool would tilt backward 
and remain so firmly fixed that she—the mother—could not bring it 
forward. I went to the home and saw all the tricks by which the 
mother was fooled. Suffice it to say, that the stool was tipped back 
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against the door by the action of the child’s own feet, and while the 
mother was looking downward and tugging to bring it forward the 
child was holding for dear life to the door-knob. I would not think 
of seriously blaming the interesting child, to whom getting the best of 
her mother was but another game. But if the tendency had not been 
checked we might see in her one of the great fraudulent mediums of the 
future. And, as it is, she will probably, in time to come, often feel 
that desire to “ cheat,” or, in other words, that desire to excite wonder 
by mystifying others, of which the Norwegian writer speaks, 

It may be a new view to most readers that fraudulent mediumship 
is not solely a means of getting money by false pretenses. It is that, 
but I think usually not quite so cold-blooded as we are apt to think. 
That is to say, most fraudulent mediums began tricking when children, 
motivated by the play instinct and the pleasure of mystifying others 
and being the center of attention, and they arc still under the influ- 
ence of that infantilism. We can thus better understand how they can 
bear to go on year after year, always facing and occasionally realizing 
the peril of exposure, whereas we say that we couldn’t have the courage 
to do this, that it would worry us sick, etc. The explanation is that 
they were occasionally found out in childhood, but kept on because the 
fascination of fooling people was greater than the fear of detection 
which did not then spell to them disgrace, and our mental habitudes, 
what we feel that we can bear to do and cannot bear to do, were 
adjusted in childhood, in a large measure. 

People sometimes say, of such-a-one, “ He (or she) takes no money, 
so there could be no motive to deceive.” It ought to be evident, if 
what has been said is well founded, that a motive may exist apart 
from money making, and that is the motive, essentially infantile in 
character, to shine, to become conspicuous, through the perpetration 
of mystifications which make people wonder. Many historical examples 
could be given of this passion operating, at enormous pains, in other 
fields, as those of Psalmanazar and Chatterton. 


COINCIDENTAL IMPRESSIONS 
F. H. KREBS 


The following incident, put on record by Professor William James, 


| is from the collection of Dr. Hodgson, and explains itself. The con- 
_ firmation is not so explicit as may be desired, but in the main it sus- 


tains the testimony of the informant. It should be noted that the 


| harrator seems to have felt a presence in the room.—J. H. Hystop. 
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Dec. Ist, 1886. 


Mr. F. H. Krebs, special student, stopped after the Logic lesson, 
Friday, Nov. 26th, and told me the facts related in his narrative. 
I advised him to put this on paper, which he has done. His father is 
said by him to be too much injured to do any writing at present.— 
Wo. JaMEs. 






































STATEMENT oF F. H. Kress 


Nov. 29th, 1886. 


* On the afternoon of Wednesday, 24th, I was very uneasy, could 
not sit still and wandered about the whole afternoon with little pur- 
pose. This uneasiness was unaccountable, but instead of wearing away 
it increased and, after my returning to my room about 6: 45, it turned 
into positive fear. I fancied that there was some one continually be- 
hind me, and although I turned my chair around several times this 
feeling remained. At last I got up and went into my bed-room, looked 
under the bed and into the closet, finding nothing. I came back into 
the room and looked behind the curtains. Satisfied that there was 
nothing present to account for my fancy, I sat down again when 
instantly the peculiar sensation recurred, and at last finding it un- 
bearable I went down to a friend’s room [Chauncey Smith] where I 
remained the rest of the evening. To him I expressed my belief that 
this sensation was a warning sent to show me that some one of my 
family had been injured or killed. While in his room that peculiar 
sensation ceased and despite my uneasiness I was in no unusual state 
of mind, but, on my going to my room to go to bed, it returned with 
renewed force. On the next day, the 25th, on coming to my grand- 
father’s, I found out that the day before, the 24th, at a little past 12 
my father had jumped from a moving train and been severely injured. 
While I do not think that this warning was direct enough to convince 
sceptics that I was warned of my father’s mishap, I certainly consider 
that it is curious enough to demand attention. I have never before 
had the same peculiar sensation that there was some being besides 
myself in an apparently empty room, nor have I ever before been s0 
frightened and startled at absolutely nothing. 

“On questioning my father, he said that before the accident he 
was not thinking of me; but that at the very moment that it happened 
his whole family seemed to be before him and he saw them as distinctly 
as if there. 


coming down and stating my nervousness, but as he was studying he 





“On questioning Smith he said that he distinctly remembered me 3 
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did not pay much attention to my talk, and could not vouch for the 
particulars. 

“On the evening of the 25th, I went to his room and told him how 
my feeling had been verified, and he did not dispute my statement of the 
case; therefore to me his forgetfulness is astonishing —F. H. Kress.” 


STATEMENT oF CHAUNCEY SMITH 


The following is the signed and corroborative statement of Mr. 
Chauncey Smith, though it is not dated. 


“T, the undersigned, distinctly remember that F. H. Krebs, Jr., 
came into my room, Nov. 24th, and complained of being very nervous. 
I cannot remember exactly what he said, as I was studying at the time, 
and did not pay much attention to his talk. On the 25th he came 
into my room in the evening and made a statement that his statement 
the evening before was the consequence of an accident that happened 
to his father and that he had the night before told me that he had 
received a warning of some accident to some one dear to him. This 
I did not contradict because I consider that it is extremely probable 


that he said it and that I did not, through inattention, notice it.—- 
CHAauUNCEY SMITH.” 


APPARENTLY PREDICTIVE DREAM 
BY INSTRUCTOR BLANK 


The following incident was received through William James. It 
was first brought to his attention by the mother of a gentleman then 
an instructor,—and since then for many years a professor in Chicago 
University. The same lady secured the statements and her son sent 
them to Professor James. 


Lerrer sy Instructor Biank [PsEvponym] 


University or Cuicaco, March 16, 1897. 
My Dear Pror. James:—I enclose the “ sworn” statements of a 
curious dream and “ happening.” My mother told you about it last 
summer and promised to get the data. Any questions concerning the 
matter may be addressed to Mrs. Waterman..... Sincerely. 


LETTER BY THE MIsTRESS 


40 Groveland Park, March 10th. 
Dear Mr. Buanx:—When Prof. James was here, Mrs. D 
related to him the dream of my maid, and the prophetic character and 
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swift realization claimed his attention, and he expressed a desire to 
have it written for him. I have given it I think very accurately, and 
it has made a trip to Wales and back for the signature of the dreamer, 
and the cook being still with me I have made it as legal in character 
as I could. Will you kindly see that it reaches Prof. James as I am 
ignorant of his address. Cordially yours.—Exoise Warerman. 


STATEMENT OF THE DREAMER 


“On the night of Thursday, October 8th, 1894, I dreamed the 
following dream: 

“TI dreamed we were, the cook and I, in the kitchen preparing 
supper for a large company. Mrs. Quallen, a woman who came always 
to help on such occasions, was expected every minute. At half-past 
five she had not come, and Mrs. Waterman came into the room and 
said, ‘ Mrs. Quallen has not come, something must have happened to 
her and I do not expect her now so you must do as well as you can.’ 
At half-past six the back door opened and in walked a woman holding 
a bloody handkerchief to her face. I could not see who she was, but 
Annie and I cried out and Dr. Hall, being at the head of the back 


stairs, heard us and running down began to do things for the woman’s 
relief —Katr JoneEs.” 


CorROBORATION BY THE Cook Wuo Hearp THE Dream RELATED 
BEFoRE THE EVENT 


“The above is the dream as Kate told it to me Friday morning.— 
ANNIE GusTAFSON.” 


STATEMENT BY THE MisTREss, AND CoRROBORATION BY Dr. Hay 


“Friday of the same day J went to the kitchen about 5 p.m. know- 
ing nothing of the dream and finding that Mrs. Quallen had not come, 
remarked ‘ something has unexpectedly detained Mrs. Quallen, she will 
not be here now, you must do the best you can without her.’— 
Mrs. A. N. WaTERMAN.” 

* At half-past six p.m. the back door opened and in walked Mrs. 
Quallen with disordered dress and holding a bloody handkerchief to 
her face. The cook screamed out ‘ Kate, here’s your dream.’ Hearing 
the noise my brother, Dr. Hall, went into the kitchen and seeing the 
condition of Mrs. Quallen immediately commenced doing the things for 
her relief that he had in the dream. Mrs. Quallen had been knocked 
down by the cable cars at State and Randolph Streets, and much in- 
jured in the face and eye, evidently had been carried into a drug store 
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when unconscious and afterward had continued her journey to our 
residence.—G, E. Hatt, M.D.” 

“P.S. I should like to add a word as to the character of the 
servant whose dream is here recorded. A Welsh farmer’s daughter— 
kindly, unimaginative, almost stolid, very truthful, not at all given to 
love of the marvelous or uncanny, little given to reading—never had 
a dream before of any moment.—Mrs. A. N. W.” 


The English investigator who went through the documents left at 
the death of Dr. Hodgson marked this “ Not recorded before fulfil- 
ment.” This criticism is just, and it is quite true that previous re- 
cording is necessary in order to put such an incident in the first rank. 
But it is not true that failure to make a previous record invariably 
destroys the value of the incident. 

In this case the dream of the cook, to whom the maid had previously 
related her dream, and her exclamation when Mrs. Quallen entered 
holding a bloody handkerchief to her face, “‘ Kate, here is your dream ” 
is good proof that the most striking incident of the dream had, in 
fact, found its fulfilment, or correspondence. We have also the state- 
ment of the cook that the dream as she heard it is related correctly, 
and the signature of the maid testifying to the same effect. Thus 
there are combined the testimonies of the maid who had the dream, the 
cook who heard it told before the supposed fulfilment, and the mistress 
who heard it afterwards. 

The only drawback is that two years and four months elapsed 
between the dream and its final reporting, and there may have been an 
unconscious forgetfulness of some divergent details on the part of all 
three. On the other hand, the placing of the exact date of the dream, 
the night of Thursday, 1894, heightens the likelihood of general accu- 
racy. Also there should be taken into account the testimony of the 
intelligent mistress that her maid was “ unimaginative, very truth- 
ful, not at all given to love of the marvelous or uncanny” and not 
given to dreams of supposed significance. She would therefore be the 
less likely to exaggerate or mistake the correspondent features in after 
telling of this dream. 

At all events the main feature of the dream can hardly be doubted 
in view of the cook’s excited exclamation, nor, in view of the united 
testimonies of the dreamer and the person to whom the dream was 
previously told, that there was some further correspondence. 





NEWS AND REVIEWS 


BY GERTRUDE O. TUBBY 


The London (Eng.) Sunday “ Express ” for November and Decem- 
ber has carried a series of psychic reports by James Douglas, under 
the caption, “ After Death— ?” One of these discusses the Oscar 
Wilde Script of Mrs. Hester Travers Smith and Mr. V. It is stated 
that Mr. Dingwall has witnessed some of the writing. One news item 
—can one believe news items?—states that the script was at times 
produced at a speed of 2,500 words an hour, conjointly by these two, 
in Wilde’s characteristic manner and writing. We await with interest 
the full publication and discussion of the text, with the necessary de- 
tails as to the knowledge and participation of the automatists in the 
production of it. We should wish also to see the expert analysis of 
their individual handwritings, of the handwriting of the living Oscar 


Wilde, and beside these the analysis by the same expert of the writing 
of the automatic scripts. 


* * * * * 


On Armistice Day, in London, there was a repetition of the Ceno- 
taph exercises and of the photographic experiment of Misses Stead 
and Scatcherd and Mrs. Deane. Miss Deane also tried an experiment 
with a second camera. The results were somewhat similar to those of 
last year, but the conditions remain unsatisfactory to those who seek 
puncture-proof evidence, for Mrs. Deane never submits to the neces- 
sary precautionary restrictions upon the handling of the plate at all 
stages of its progress from the blank to the completed picture. 


* * * * * 


Sir William Fletcher Barrett, intrepid pioneer in psychic research 
and founder of the S. P. R., was the guest of honor at the Authors’ 
Club, London, on November 19th last. The account of his early effort 
to present a study in mesmerism to a scientific body is most interesting. 
No scientific society would publish his first paper. 

“In the following year the British Association met in Glasgow, and 
at the suggestion of Professor Russel Wallace, he wrote a paper on 
abnormal] conditions of the mind, which was accepted. Before a room- 
ful of psychologists and scientific men he described thought transfer- 
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ence and phenomena due to no physical presence. When he had fin- 
ished, Dr. Carpenter got up and raged, and he and Dr. Wallace nearly 
fought. (Laughter.) During the uproar that followed there came to 
the platform a quiet gentleman, who stated that he could endorse all 
he (Sir William) had said. The speaker was the late Lord Rayleigh. 
Further support at that meeting came from Sir William Crookes, Pro- 
fessor Wallace and Sir William Huggins. His paper was subsequently 
published throughout Scotland and England.” 














* * * * * 


The Proceedings of the S. P. R., issued in October, contains the 
portrait and Presidential address of Professor Camille Flammarion in 
the original French, of which the translation was read to the S. P. R., 
by Professor Barrett, on June 26th, 1923. This is followed by the 
second paper on the subject of telepathy, this number being entitled, 
“On Hindrances and Complications in Telepathic Communication.” 
Mrs. Sidgwick finds that the confused quality of many of the supposed 
messages from the dead is exhibited in what appear to be indubitable 
instances of telepathy between the living. As telepathy between the 
living sometimes takes on the appearance of mediumistic experience, 
involving at all events a third element aside from the two main partic- 
ipants (“ telepathy a trois ”) there is nothing surprising in Mrs. Sidg- 
wick’s finding. The advantage in the study of telepathy is that one 
may at least know and definitely fix two of the individuals involved, 
agent and percipient, whereas in mediumistic experiment the recipient 
is the one definite individual in the situation. Mrs. Sidgwick’s paper 
is, as all her reports, valuable for study. The supplement includes the 
matter published in our November Journal, from the pen of Sir Oliver 
Lodge, concerning that textual landmark, La Métapsychique (“Thirty 
Years of Psychic Research ”’). 

The October Journal of the S. P. R. reported “ Some Evidence of 
Personal Identity Obtained in Recent Sittings With Mrs. Leonard,” 
reported by Miss Radclyffe-Hall and Lady Troubridge. That number 
carries also Mrs. Sidgwick’s review of “The Controls of Stainton 
Moses,” a most interesting volume now being reviewed for our own 
Journal, and the correspondence between Sir William Barrett and 
Professor Richet which appeared in our January number. 

“A Remarkable Premonitory Crystal Vision,” reported by Sir 
W. F. Barrett; “ A Telepathic Dream,” reported by Mr. E. R. Lar- 
ken; and “ An Instance of ‘ Extended’ Telepathy,” reported by Mr. 
Hubert Wales from a sitting with Mrs. Brittain appear in the No- 
vember issue of the same Journal. 






OUR LONDON LETTER 


BY FREDERICK BLIGH BOND 


As the interest in psychical matters grows more widespread and 
new sections of the public are drawn into its fields, the necessity be- 
comes more urgent for a clearer and more comprehensive definition of 
meaning in the use of those words which have been coined by science 
for the designation of powers and functions, states and conditions, both 
psychical and mental, and phenomena pertaining to these. It becomes 
a grave duty on the part of those who are responsible for the intro- 
duction and scientific employment of a new terminology not only to 
exercise the greatest strictness and consistency in their use of such 
words as for example, the subconscious, but also to be careful that their 
readers’ sense of the meaning intended shall not be vitiated by some 
fundamental difference of interpretation. The caution is very neces- 
sary, for the intelligent public seeking instruction are often grossly 
misled owing to the habit of writers to take for granted that their 
readers possess the definition which makes their argument clear to 
themselves. More misleading still is the slovenly use of such words for 
the covering of all manner of things inherently different or but slightly 
related. 

We are in danger of falling into the same vice as the medical] pro- 
fession, when as so often happens they adopt a classically compounded 
word to designate some condition but vaguely recognized and not yet 
analysed or understood, and it becomes a catchword in the mouth of 
every physician who wants to be “ up-to-date,” and is accepted finally 
by the public as meaning something of a positive, invariable and well- 
defined nature rather than that which it actually is, a first attempt to 
co-ordinate a series of unknown elements or states. 

The British College of Psychic Science will in the autumn session 
now commencing make a tentative effort towards a more systematic 
study and purpose a two years’ course of lectures covering first, the 
study of psycho-physical phenomena and their relation to the laws and 
facts of physical science; and second, the study of psychology and 
mental phenomena. The working-out of this scheme will provide an 
opportunity for a better definition of all that we have been hitherto 
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content to group under general terms as phenomena and attributes of 
the “ subconscious.” This word, which originally was framed to imply 
all that does not or cannot emerge into the waking or normal conscious- 
ness, has been falsely construed by many as descriptive of some sort of 
personal entity, individual in its boundaries, and yet at the same time 
possessing all manner of powers quite indefinite in extent, but quite 
unscientifically accredited to the person or subject. This accrediting 
of large classes of obscure phenomena and powers to the individual, 
and, as is but too frequently obvious, to the brain of the subject, has 
become a real heresy, and one of a most unscientific nature since it 
begs the whole question and takes everything for granted. This is not 
science, but pseudo-science. But a sort of superstition seems to be 
taking hold of the thinking public where the subconscious is concerned, 
and a very depressing superstition it is, for it is one that can very 
easily raise a barrier in the thoughts of men and women against the 
admission of any source of swperconscious influx or contact from 
within. Such a conception, and such an interpretation simply tends 
to enlarge the already overweening conceit of the intellectual per- 
sonality and I will even go so far as to assert that it may well link 
itself with a subtle and dangerous type of materialism and an athe- 
istical outlook. 

But so long as the exponents of psychical science are content to 
use this term in a slovenly manner, the enquiring public feeling an 
intellectual necessity to define for themselves that which each one may 
conceive this thing to mean will be likely to arrive at a definition radi- 
cally false and unsound. The warning is issued in the fulness of time, 
for it is one’s constant experience in moving among many circles of 
psychical or psychological interest in London, that the term subcon- 
scious is rapidly becoming a fetish of a dogmatic and quite repulsive 
nature. Those who fall victims to the power of a word,—and I fear 
there are but too many in the ranks of our Psychical Researchers,— 
are apt to consider themselves superior on knowledge owing to their 
adoption of this jargon of learned men. Time and again we have 
found argument dismissed by a glib reference to the subconscious mind 
as a judgment finally conclusive. Yet seldom does one discover one 
individual sufficiently logical to press home to his mind the question, 
What is the subconscious mind? 

Here we come face to face with the mental sloth of much of our 
English thought; a sloth which allies itself but too readily with intel- 
lectual prejudice and conservative habits of mind. This makes for 
insincerity, and it is this combination, and the dread of a carrying of 
ideas to their logical fulfilment, which is the present bane of the En- 
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glish Church, in which a set orthodoxy is allied with an intellectual 
egotism shared in full measure by the older schools of scientific thought. 
This egotism is often quite unconscious, being habitual and rooted in 
a fundamental habit of mind which must be changed ere we can make 
the great general advance towards real freedom, spiritual plus 
intellectual. 

It is the limitation of great students such as Richet, who are unable 
to get away from the tether of a habitual viewpoint of the personal 
intelligence or sub-intelligence as the fons et origo of transcendent 
power and knowledge. This great investigator can enrich us with 
facts but is impotent to form conclusions involving another directive 
intelligence unknown to him. Thus he and Osty, and others of their 
school will, owing to this limitation, always prefer to attribute to 
subconscious faculty, that which a less personally limited view would 
allow to be more probably due to influx from a source of mind tran- 
scending the bounds of the individual. 

In England, as I have remarked, this limitation is reinforced by the 
national conservatism of thought with which we are familiar. But 
few of our representative thinkers are logical: compromise is habitual 
and we take long to shake ourselves free of its spirit. 

For this reason the hopes of psychic science rest largely upon the 
anticipated emancipation of German thought—and with it, German 
ethic—from its shackles of materialism. For if German thought be- 
comes emancipated, and the logical faculties of that intellectually 
gifted nation are turned in the direction of recognizing the transcend- 
ency of Mind and the immense possibilities to the race of such recog- 
nition, their logical genius may yet find the foundations of a new 
mental and spiritual culture which shall permanently ally itself with 
humanitarian ethic and so contribute to a stable civilization. 

October 3rd, 1923. 
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Some New Evidence for Human Survival, sy THE REV. CHARLES Drayton 
Tuomas. INTRODUCTION BY S1R Wi1t1AM F. Barrer. Collins Sons & 
Co. Ltd., London, 1922. Pp. xxiv+261. 

Though the “ book-test” is not new to psychical research the publication 
of Lady Glenconner’s book, “ The Earthen Vessel,” in 1921, tended to attract 
the attention of investigators to this type of mediumistic phenomena. Part II 
of The Earthen Vessel contained a number of tests received and reported by 
the Rev. Charles Drayton Thomas through the English medium, Mrs, Os 
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borne Leonard. In the book, “ Some New Evidence for Human Survival,” 
Mr. Thomas has given a number of tests purporting to come from his father. 
Sir Wm. F. Barrett has written an introduction in which the value of the 
book-teSt as evidence is carefully and critically discussed. 

The work is divided into two sections: book-tests and newspaper-tests. 
In each part the author has discussed method and has attempted to dispose 
of the explanations which naturally suggest themselves. Summarizing his 
results he says: “of the 348 book-tests 242 were good, 46 indefinite and 60 
failures.” In these tests references were made to books in the house of the 
author, to books in the house of a friend in a room the author had never 
visited, and to sealed books selected at random by a bookseller and opened 
after the tests had been given. 

Of the newspaper tests Sir Wm. Barrett says in his introduction: “ Here 
we have a rare and unexpected phase of psychic faculty. Not only is travel- 
ling and telepathic clairvoyance displayed, but in many cases actual pre- 
vision.”” He shows that many of the references to words and phrases were 
given the day before they were found in the London daily papers. 

Chance coincidence seems the obvious alternative, however. Mr. Thomas 
forestalls this explanation thus: 


“My communicator gets 73 successes out of a possible 104. 
“Chance trial gets 18 successes out of the possible 104. 
“My communicator gets 51 successes out of a selected 53. 
“Chance trial averages 13 successes out of the same 53.” 


The book closes with a discussion of the method of the book test as given 
by the “communicator” through the medium, the author’s discussion of the 
significance of the tests and an appendix giving historical parallels. 

On the whole the book is exceedingly good and at once commends itself 
to the serious student of the problems of psychical research. It is carefully 
prepared and presented and though one might quarrel with the conclusions 
reached or pick flaws in the accuracy of the “ hits,” one cannot object to the 


very obvious honesty and courage of the author’s presentation of his facts. 
—ARTHUR BuRKE. 


Revelations of a Spirit Medium. Facsimile Edition. By Harry Prick anp 
Eric J. Dincwart. Kegan Paul Trench, Triibner & Co., London, and 
E. P. Dutton & Co., New York, 1922. Pp. Ixiv-+-vi+327. 


The original book with this title was published anonymously in 1891 in 
Minnesota, and its authorship is uncertain to this day. There is no question, 
however, that the writer was familiar with all sorts of devices for producing 
fraudulent spiritualistic mysteries. Laymen in these matters would do well 
to procure and read the book. It is written in colloquial style, and is enter- 
taining reading. 

In addition to the original book, included in exact facsimile, covers and 
all, there are to be found a preface by Messrs. Price and Dingwall, a biblio- 
graphical note about the “ Revelations,” notes on the text, a bibliography 
giving titles and descriptions of a large number of books and articles bear- 
ing on fraudulent psychic phenomena, and a glossary of terms especially valua- 
ble to readers unfamiliar with the argot of American “ fakers.” 

The whole makes a very useful and informative manual, though of course 
many tricks have been invented in the last thirty years —W. F. P. 





BUSINESS NOTICES 


—With appreciation, we announce that two of the Society’s Active Members, Miss 
Nellie M. Smith and Miss Florence Lattimore, who attended the Second Inter- 
national Congress of Psychic Research, at Warsaw last summer, have assisted in 
the publication of the reports of the Congress. They have opened the American 
donation for that purpose with a subscription of one hundred dollars each. The 
Society is pledging a third hundred. to enable Mr. Vett. the International Secretary, 
to proceed with the publication. The reports will appear in the several languages, 
with the exception of the Polish, in which they were given, and there will be sum- 
maries of comment and discussion thereon, also. The Society and the two members 
mentioned have been in correspondence with Mr. Vett (who, by the way, bore the 
entire original cost. of publication of the report of the First Congress) feeling that 
the agenda of the Warsaw Congress were historically of importance, and should not 
fail of publication, as threatened to be the case. 

—It should be an easy matter to secure the one hundred dollars requisite from 
our members. In sending your contribution for this purpose, please mark it care- 
fully “ Warsaw Report” and make it out to the Society. Donations will be ac- 
knowledged in the Journal. Those subscribing $2.50 or more will be entitled to 
a copy of the volume when it is received from press, and a considerable number 
of copies will be available for purchase from the Society by those who wish them. 


—The subscription is now open and will be closed in March. 
Miss Nellie M. Smith 
Miss Florence Lattimore 
The Editor 


—aAll contributions intended for the Journal should be addressed to the Editor. 


—All other correspondence should be addressed to the American Society for Psy- 
chical Research, 44 East 23rd Street, New York. 


—All checks and remittances should be made payable to “Lawson Purdy, Treasurer.” 


—Associates, paying an annual fee of $5.00, receive the monthly Journal. Members, 
paying an annual fee of $10.00, receive the monthly Journal and the yearly Pro- 
ceedings. The total number of pages for the year is about the same in each; the 


Proceedings contain the longer reports. Inquiries for membership will be greatly 
appreciated. 


Donations TO PusuicatTion Funp 


Total to December 1, 1923 
Dec. 1 Mr. A. L. Vories 
4 Mr. John Hill 
8 Mr. George Armistead 
10 A Friend 
21 Anonymous 
Jan. 2 Mr. Louis Gottschall 
7 Mr. Rudolph Wurtlitzer 


Total to January 7, 1924 
Still to be raised 





